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ANGOLA 


SAVIMBI'S ANGOLA: NEW MPLA-CUBAN SOUTHERN DRIVE SUGGESTED 
‘' New Target in a Southern Drive 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 29 Aug 82 pp l, 4 
[Article by Sakkie Perold: "Cubans Now Marching South" ] 
[Text] The Cuban forces in Angola are now trying to break through to the south. 
UNITA, which so far has succeeded with brilliant successes in stopping then, 


is expecting intensified attacks in the coming weeks. 


As a guest of Dr Jonas Savimbi, UNITA president, I heard this news while at the 
headquarters of the guerrilla leader this week. 


On a giant map a UNITA officer pointed out to me where four Cuban convoys have 
been moving southward in four directions during the past 3 weeks. All four 
convoys have been repulsed by UNITA forces. 


According to the officer the Cubans have about 350 tanks and are starting to use 
MIG-aircraft against UNITA. 


Dr Savimbi, who was present as the officer explained the situation, added, "I 
think that the Cubans are aiming at a bigger target...they would not be using 
350 tanks against UNITA." 


Although UNITA has beaten back the attacks, it expects that the Cubans will 
attempt a breakthough to the south within a week or so. 


UNITA is fully confident that it will be able to halt the Cubans. The terrain 
(nothing but sand all over) favors the guerrilla fighters. Convoys easily get 
stuck in the sand, especially if the lead vehicles are blown up. 
Glimpse of Savimbi's Angola 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 29 Aug 82 p 4 
[Article by Sakkie Perold: "The Colossus of the Bush"] 
[Text] This Week RAPPORT's editor, Sakkie Perold, met the 


charismatic leader of UNITA, Dr Jonas Savimbi, face to face 
in the southern section of his own Angola. 














The scene was deep inthe bush world of Angola. Heavily armed soldiers surround- 
ed us. Before us, hordes of singing girls danced, raising dust into the air. 


Here, in his headquarters in the southeast section of Angola, this week I mt 
the man who for 6 years has kept at bay 20,000 Cuban troops and is threatening 
to provide Russia with its own Vietnam. This is Dr Jonas Savimbi, a tough 
guerrilla leader and president of UNITA, the Angolan liberation movement. 


He stood before me, a burly man, strongly built and full of self-confidence. 

He held a stick in his hand; between his luxuriant beard was that snow-white 
smile. Dr Savimbi took us to his parade grounds--an open tract of sandy soil 
between the bush--and what an uproar there was. With the impressive president 
ahead of us, we walked through a crowd that was becoming hysterical. Dancing 
girls were singing, women screamed and men were yelling UNITA slogans. Between 
the dust and the noise it was almost impossible to see and hear. It was an 
overwhelming welcoming, not for us, of course, but for their beloved leader. 

We had the simultaneous feeling of smallness and of being far from home. But 
what made one suddenly think of Piet Retif? 


Then we saw the gigantic banners all about the parade grounds. In foot-high 
letters these bore the slogans: Down and Jeath to MPLA, SWAPO, Russians and 
Cubans. One actually felt at home. These are people after our own hearts. 


Party Rally 


They were holding a party rally, just like our own Nationalist Party people do, 
but with more seething enthusiams, screaming slogans, singing, dancing and all 
sorts of gymnastics added to military parades. 


Dr Savimbi began to speak. He stood imposingly on the stand. He likes to make 

impromptu speeches; he gesticulated with his stick, which never left his hands. 

It was clear from the joyous cries of the crowd that the people adore him. This 
man certainly has charisma. 


He is a doctor of philosophy and speaks seven languages. Today he was speaking 
in English, because his message was directed to the West. 


The message is that the civil war in Angola will last until an election is held, 
an election that UNITA will win. There has never been an election despite the 
promises made when the Portuguese left in 1975. The MPLA came into power as a 
result of Russian and Cuban meddling. 


Why is it that the world, which is pressing for a free election in Namibia, does 
not also ask for a free election in Angola? Does black majority government 
justify itself only when it is a case of a black majority against a white 
minority? 


In Africa it is no longer a struggle between black against white but a struggle 
between two ideologies. The choice is -tetween freedom or Marxist suppression. 


"Failing to choose sides in this struggle is to choose a side...in favor of 
Russia and Cuba." 











Ethnicity 


As for the assertions that UNITA is receiving help from South Africa, Dr Savimbi 
stated that he is not getting any military help from that source. He does con- 
duct trade with the republic and is not ashamed to say so. All the African 
countries that criticize him are also importing products from South Africa. 


His view with regard to South Africa is simply this: the country is there; 

that is a fait accompli that must be taken into account. If Britain has in- 
terests in the Falkland [slands, then certainly South Africa must have interests 
in southern Africa as well. 


South Africa and UNITA have a common enemy: the Russians and the Cubans. 


As far as SWAPO is concerned, that organization does not have the know-how for 
governing the Southwest by itself. It will need help. Where will the help be 
coming from? Certainly it will come only from those people who have been 
helping SWAPO. 


He also touched upon ethnicity, saying that his own people speak so many lan- 
guages that they are forced to use Portuguese as a medium of instruction for 
military training. Dr Savimbi said that Africa's problems cannot be resolved 
if cultural differences and the interests of the minority groups are not taken 
into account. 


A Revelation | 


After his address, the prestdent took us on an inspection tour through his re- 
gion. This was a revelation. The colossus of the bush has created a state 
within a state here with a surprisingly sophisticated organization. 


We rode for miles through the bushveld in a captured Russian truck, which some- 
times got stuck in the sand. We stopped at a building, constructed of cane 
and grass, in which typewriters were clattering away. About 20 neatly dressed 
typists were being trained here in both typing and shorthand by a charming 26- 
year-old teacher whom Dr Savimbi had sent to France to study. She was also 
teaching French and English. 


We visited workshops where captured Russian trucks and armored vehicles were 
being repaired and also "arms factories" where captured weapons were being 
reconditioned. According to UNITA, it has no problems with weapons supplies: 
"The Russians supply us." UNITA forces capture whatever they want from the 
MPLA, the Cubans and SWAPO. 


We saw the evidence with our own eyes. There were piles of Russian weapons, 
even the Stalin-organs; parts of Russian aircraft shot down by UNITA were in 
a museum that we visited. 


Laughing and Singing 


All the buildings are constructed of wooden poles, cane and elephant grass 
yes, grass roofs and sand floors. But everything is there for an effective 











infrastructure. Dr Savimbi proudly showed us his hospitals, laboratories and 
schools. We even saw a foundry, where nails and hinges are being manufactured, 
and also a modern sawmill, where lumber for export is being processed. 


Everybody is working or fighting and nobody is being paid. They get only food. 
There is no money in circulation. They live on a barter economy. 


Dr Savimbi told me that school attendance in UNITA-controled regions is much 
better than in MPLA-controlled areas. He says that the reason is simple. Under 
the Marxist regime the economy has failed. The MPLA can no longer pay its 
teachers and therefore the teaching force refuses to work. In the UNITA regions 
the teachers do not expect any pay. Nobody gets a salary here; everybody works 
for the cause. This is a laughing and singing nation; everywhere we go, we find 
them singing. Together with the president we attended an evening dedicated to 
culture, where the singing and dancing continued past midnight. 


We slept in grass huts with sand floors but we had electricity, in the distance 
we could hear the rumble of the power generators. There are no spigots, and 
water must be carried from some distances. Everything is especially neat and 
clean. To be sure, besides their dedication and bubbling enthusiasm the neatness 
and discipline of these people leave a lasting impression. 


Early in the morning we were awakened by the singing. The joy of living of these 
people seems to have no limitations. 


UNITA asserts that about one-half of the total population of Angola supports 
this organization--the rest is divided into two camps--and consequently has more 
support than the MPLA. UNITA says that it can move freely in two-thirds of the 
country and that it has full control over large sections of it. 


After a two day visit, during which we covered hundreds of kilometers, it appears 
that Savimbi is boss at least in the southeast section of Angola. 


Moreover, if inspiring leadership can turn the scales and the West: uld only 
help, he should succeed in liberating Angola from the Marxist yoke. 
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BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


CUBAN AID--GABORONE--The Botswana President, Dr Quett Masire, has expressed 
Botswana's appreciation of the support that it has always received from 
friendly countries such as Cuba, in its struggle for freedom, and the quality 
of justice in Southern Africa. Speaking at a ceremony when he received the 
credentials of Cuba's new ambassador, Dr H Espino, on Tuesday, Dr Masire as- 
sured the ambassador that Botswana had no qualms about the certainty of suc- 
cess in the struggle, Dr Espino is resident in Lusaka. Dr Masire also paid 
tribute to the President of Cuba, Dr Fidel Castro, for the leadership quali- 
ties he had demonstrated during his current tenure of the chairmanship of the 
non-aligned movement. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 8] 


CsO: 3400/53 





CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


KOLINGBA DISCUSSES RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE, RECOVERY 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 5 Oct 82 p 21 


[Text] Bangui, October 3--A return to civilian rule in the Central African 
Republic will take place in parallel with the country's economic and financial 
recovery, envisaged for 1985, its military ruler Andre Kolingba said today. 


General Kolingba, in an interview with AFP, said that taking into account the 
extent of the Centrafrican crisis, "it is clear that this recovery is a long- 
term task which requires effort and patience." 


He heads a military committee for national recovery which took power from 
civilian President David Dacko in September 1981, 


The General said experience proved that "normal political life" in the 
Centrafrican Republic could not take place amid financial and economic 
catastrophe." 


Experience had also proved that there could not be lasting social peace and 
political stability if the country continued to impoverish itself as, he said, 
it had been doing in recent years, 


General Kolingba said that the budget deficit would be reduced to 7,600 mil- 
lion francs CFA (21.7 million dollars) for 1982, against 11,000 million francs 
CFA (31.4 million dollars) last year, 


State revenue would be more than 25 per cent up over 1981, he said. 

State Spending 

These figures had been made possible by strictly limiting state spending, a 
boost in agricultural production, a campaign against fraud and "financial 
sacrifice" by civil servants, the general said. 

(Civil servants’ pay, which had been frozen since the military took power, is 
now subject to a deduction at source of between 10 and 20 per cent, while 


purchasing power has markedly declined in the last 12 months.) 


~w 
Asked about the political situation since he took power, General Kolingba said 
that a year ago, there had been a permanent state of insecurity. 








"A week did not go by without riots, attacks, wildcat strikes and looting 
breaking out. Today, national unity has been preserved, peace restored and 
our ability to deploy effort for the development of our country strengthened," 
he said. 


The General said that the army had taken power in order to "save the country 
from chaos" and that political party activity must be suspended. 


"Only a certain elite, with always the same men, wants to overthrow the regime 
in power in the Central AfricanRepublic, and this solely for personal ends, 
without taking into account the higher interests of the population," he said. 
(A.F.P.) 
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ETHIOPIA 


COMMON OBJECTIVE BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY ETHIOPIA, CUBA DISCUSSED 
Addis Ababa ADDIS ZEMEN in Amharic 1 Jun 82 p 2 
[Editorial: "Mutual Good Deeds") 


[Text] The road to Mizan from Tiepi, the completion of which was celebrated 
last week, will no doubt contribute a great deal toward the building of a 
new society. This road primarily will give service to Illubabor and Kafa 
provinces and it will contribute to the economic development of the area. 
Furthermore, it will have an especially great impact on the rural people. 
who have lived for many years in isolation and darkness. 


As with other fields of development and public service, much roadbuilding 

has been done since the revolution. Before the revolution, transportation 

was so poor that people were unable to move from one province to the other. 
There are many areas where people living within a distance of a few kilometers 
never meet each other and their culture is different. Every year many human 
lives and property were destroyed by flood. 


The efforts which have been made for the last few years are producing 
results by solving the transportation and communication problems which were 
obstacles to economic development. Previously lack of bridges was a danger 
to human lives. The bridges built on the Barro and Jima rivers are adequate 
evidence of improvements. Moreover, the road built from Mizan to Tiepi 

has not only changed the life of the people living in the area, it also has 
great value for economic development. Of special historical importance is 
the participation and contribution of the Cuban Road Construction Brigade in 
this road building. Such cooperation between revolutionary Ethiopia and 
Cuba will bring them closer to their common objective. 


Revolutionary Cuba is one of the socialist countries which sacrificed many 
human lives to defend the dignity and democracy of the broad masses when the 
country was under pressure from antipeople elements coming from many 
directions. She is one of the countries which proved the worldwide working 
class has one common objective. The participation of the Cubans in 
constructing the road from Mizan to Tiepi is indicative of their common 
objective and has strengthened their cooperation. 














The strongest bond people can have comes from having a common objective. 

If their relationship is based on a common objective, it is strong and 
long-lasting and an enemy cannot destroy it. The distance between such 
people may be many thousands of miles with high mountains, deep seas and 
rivers and other natural obstacles intervening. However, people who have 
common objectives, especially people who have a common ideology, scientific 
socialism, in spite of geographical barriers will meet and work closely for 
that common objective, i.e., economic development. The participation of 

the members of the Cuban Road Construction Brigade in Mizan to Tiepi reflects 
the importance of a common objective. 


On the other hand, and contrary to the falsehoods of the imperialists, this 
cooperation demonstrates that those who struggle for socialism are the ones 
who stand for world peace and human welfare and richness. Our comrades from 
Cuba who recently stood by us and sacrificed human lives and contributed to 
Our victory when we were in war, are today contributing in the building of 
our nation. Since this multipurpose aid and unity of purpose is 
characteristic of the ideology of socialism, all revolutionaries should be 
proud of it. 


The new road will provide an opportunity to the people living in the area 
to open schools and hospitals and erect power lines. It also will help to 
make the people politically conscious and more easily organized. 


Observing such deeds done for the welfare of the people, one could dare to 
say that revolutionaries can be proud of their accomplishments and get much 
moral satisfaction from them. 


9948 
cso: 4503/40 














ETHIOPIA 


AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS COMPARED WITH HITLER, MUSSOLINI 
Addis Ababa ADDIS ZEMEN in Amharic 23 July 82 
[Editorial: The Somali People Need Bread, Not Bullets"] 


[Text] There are two types of leaders. On the one hand, there are leaders 
who can understand the high value of peace and its benefits, and they believe 
and stand for the welfare of the people and economic development. On the 
Other hand, there are leaders who are self-centered, their thinking dominated 
by false pride and their survival depending upon sacrifices of many human 
lives. 


In addition, the latter type of leader will do everything in his power to 
disrupt world peace. 


To illustrate this truth, during the World War II, leaders like Hitler and 
Mussolini were responsible for the loss of millions of human lives. 
Similarly, during our time taday, the American imperialists are solely 
responsible for the disruption of peace in the region, fear of war and 
political tension. It is of general knowledge that if world peace prevails, 
the survival of the exploiting ruling class will be at stake. Therefore, 
for these types of leaders to survive, their main political objective in the 
world society is to play one against the other. 


What is saddening is that some leaders, instead of making an effort to free 
their people from backwardness, allow themselves to be dominated by the 
imperialist policy that disrupts the economic and social lives of their 
people. 


Still the Somali people did not recover from the economic difficulties and 
social disruptions caused by the Ethio-Somali War started by Dictator Siad 
Barre 4 years ago. However, Siad Barre and President Reagan are pursuing 
an antipeace policy and, under the excuse of intervention, they are making 
efforts to start another war in the Horn of Africa that will lead to the 
loss of many human lives. Recently, they have strengthened their position. 


To throw the Somali people into another flame of war, Dictator Siad Barre 
has signed a treaty with the American imperialists so that a great number 
of arms will be imported by his country and now he is waiting with his arms 
extended. This is dangerous to world peace and should not be taken lightly. 


10 

















If one observes the situation in Somalia, it is not difficult to see that the 
problem is one of internal conflict between the rulers and the people ruled. 


However, under the excuse of foreign intervention unlimited numbers of arms 
are given to the ruling class so that the democratic activities being carried 
out by the majority of the Somali people will be negated and eliminated, 
Secondly, states signing treaties or agreements are required to conform to 
international law and rules. In this case, it is certain that the American 
Government violates the UN and OAU principle of noninterference in the 
internal affairs of another country. While the reactionary Somali Government 
expansionist policy and territorial demand from a part of Ethiopia is a 
well-known fact, what else could be the implication of such American steps 
except to put the region into a more dangerous situation. Therefore, it is 
obvious that the American action is a conspiracy to disrupt the territorial 
integrity and the independence of revolutionary Ethiopia, and the Ethiopian 
people and the revolutionary government will not take the preparation lightly. 


People living in any corner of the earth, irrespective of their different 
sitautions and geographical distance, have common needs, i.e., peace, health 
care and food, and the need of the Somali people is not different from 
Others. However, when the people clearly ask for peace and bread, Dictator 
Siad Barre responds with bullets. Instead of establishing economic 
development organizations, he prefers to build military bases, and instead of 
living in peace with the neighboring countries, he prefers to promote an 
expansionist policy and throw the people into the flame of war; instead of 
democratic rule he prefers to suppress democratic demands at the barrel of 

a gun; and since the independence of Somalia, the ruling class has followed 
an expansionist policy. However, the Somali people will not live forever 
without bread, in the anxiety of war and longing for peace. The Somali 
people will struggle and achieve victory and then they will formulate a 
policy of economic development and peace. 
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MINISTER VISITS SAUDI BUILT ARABIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL 


Banjul THE GAMBIA TIMES in English 21 Sep 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


The Honourable Minister ot Education, Youth, Sports 
and Culture Alhaji A. A. Njai visited the newly constructed 
six classroom block Arabic School building at Latrikunda 
on the Stn September, 1982. 


The two stream school block funded mainly by Saudi 
Arabia and local donors comprises a Primary School whicn 
is in session is the morning ana a High School that attends 
classes ir the afternoon. 


The school, operating under the barrier.of Latrikunda 
Solidarity in managed by a Committee led by Albaji Oudu 
Drammeh, the Imam of Latrikunda grand mosque. 


The Head of the Saudi Arabia missionary in The 
Gambia Omar Hussain who is the Principal of the school 
told the Minister that the school offered a nine year course 
begining with a six year primary course and a three year 
high school course. The school he said had a roll call 
of 250 pupils, girls receiving instruction from bis wife in his 
dwelling house and boys temporaily housed in a make shift 
dilapidated building which will be replaced in October by 
new shcool building. He revealed that his scaool together 
with the one established at Talindinkunjang enjoy high 
standard that satisfies the entrance requirement to Medina 
University. [t is for this reason said the Prinzipal that these 
two schools are recognised by Medina University, taus 
qualifying pass-outs from these. schools for automatic 
entrance to the Medina University. 


Continuing the Principal said the staff of the school 
included two graduate teachers from Saudi Arabia: He 
listed the immediate problems of the scnool as follows. 
Funds for the purchase of the following: : 

‘ (i) Furniture 
(ti) Hinges 
(tii) Brasslocks 

More rhuns. Steel door for the gate and a spacious 

Library and shelves for the 12,000 books of the school. 


Replying, the Minister said he was in sympathy with the 
eiforts of the management Committee. The question of 
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furniture raised is a country wide problem for which a 
solution is being sought. 


Meanwhile he said, the people mvst continue to keep 
their children until his Ministry came out with a country- 
wide solution. 
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MAURITIUS 


NEW MMM SECRETARY GENERAL INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Port Louis HORIZONS NOUVEAUX 5-12 Sep 82 pp 3, ll 


[Interview with Ponappa Naiken, secretary general of the MMM; date and place 
not specified] 


[Text] At first there were two candidates proposed for this 
important position within the MMM. They were Raj 
Virahsawmy, nominated by the outgoing secretary general 
himself, and Ponappa Naiken, nominated by Serge Rayapoulle. 
Ponappa Naiken was finally chosen by the Central Committee. 
A determined supporter of Paul Berenger according to some, 
he is considered a loyal party member first and foremost 

by others. He was absent from the first demonstration 
against [Princess] Alexandra, organized by the MMM. 

Naiken has since then joined the party and has spent most 
of his life in the MMM. He gives us here his impressions 
after 13 years in the MMM and tells us of his new duties. 
For the new secretary. general of the MMM the party has 
perhaps lost its idealism but still keeps its ideals. 


[Question] What does being secretary general of a party like the MMM mean to 
you? 


[Answer] The MMM has always operated on the basis of democratic principles. 
The secretary general of the MMM works as a member of the team, and for me 
being secretary general of the MMM means insuring coordination between the 
different points of view within the MMM, stimulating discussion within the 
party on specific subjects, and insuring that the party develops a politically 
correct line in dialogue and discussion. And also the function of the 
secretary general, with the change in the political and social context since 
1l June 1982, is, in my opinion, to insure the continuing participation of the 
party in Mauritian political life, independently of the government. My new 
duties will make it possible for me, with the aid of my colleagues in the 
party leadership, to provide the motivation to party members so that the party 
will have an active life and will not sink into passivity. 


[Question] To what extent can you speak of a change in the direction of the 
MMM? 
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[Answer] Certainly, there has been a change in the individuals leading the 

MMM, Since a large number of our comrades who held important positions within 
the party have been called to serve in the government. However, a change of 
direction does not necessarily mean that there will be a change in party 
Strategy. The new leadership must redirect its efforts in terms of the new 
political and social reality facing us, since we now have a government which 

is on the side of the workers. Now that a leftist government is in power the 
party should help the government to build socialism, to achieve more social 
justice, and to respond to the deep aspirations of the oppressed masses. Now 
we must devote ourselves to insuring that there is an examination of 
conscience, above all in terms of the oppressed masses but also in terms of 

the intermediate classes who in the past have distrusted the working class. 

The new party leadership will also watch out to see that there is greater 

unity and greater understanding between these different social classes. 
However, it should be emphasized that this basic unity was developed a very 
long time ago, and it is now a matter of giving concrete form to certain things 
that were impossible with the rightist government in power before 1l June--that 
is, an effective alliance between the classes which do not own the means of 
production and against the classes which act today like the dinosaurs of the 
Mauritian economy. 


[Question] What are your impressions when you look back over the past 13 years 
of the MMM? 


[Answer] Over the years the MMM has grown rather quickly. It has gone from 
infancy to adolescence, and today the MMM is politically mature. Political 
maturity is the predominant feature in the MMM. What we may have lost is our 
utopianism, our idealism which characterized our actions of 13 years ago. Our 
confrontations with the rightwing government have been very instructive, in 
the sense that they made it possible for us to achieve a sense of mastery of 
social, political and economic reality within the country. And it is this 
mastery of Mauritian reality which will make it possible for us to change 

that reality so that social justice will no longer be just a word. We have 
lost our idealism, but we have kept our ideals. It will take a great deal of 
time to achieve our ideals, but everything has a beginning, and the MMM has 
made a beginning. Continuity will be maintained over the years. Haste is the 
worst enemy of our ideal of a self-managing form of socialism. 


[Question] Achieving power was the first priority of the MMM. Now that the 
party is in power what are the new party priorities? Could you speak to us of 
the new social and cultural policies of the MMM? 


[Answer] Clearly, without achieving power all our great programs for society 
would only be empty words. Now that the party is in power, the MMM's programs 
can be applied. Political life, the economy and culture are the three funda- 
mental aspects of our efforts. At the political level we will be concerned 

to make sure that there is a rapidly accomplished examination of conscience 
among the people. Moreover, we note there is a rather high degree of political 
awareness in Mauritius, but our efforts must continue so that political 
awareness, brought out by class consciousness, continues to develop. 
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At the economic level, the great struggle is to weaken private capitalism so 
that the country, the nation may exercise control over the economic structure, 
so that economic exploitation will steadily diminish and then completely 
disappear. 


At the cultural level, an immense amount of work remains to be done. Mauritian 
culture is being shaped, little by little, in terms of Mauritian realities. 
This synthesis of the different cultures existing in Mauritius will produce a 
Mauritian culture which is completely on its own and is unique in the world. 
The MMM will provide all the encouragement necessary for Mauritian culture to 
expand. The people are aware today of this aspect of the struggle which is the 
cultural struggle. 


[Question] As secretary general of the MMM, are you satisfied with the perfor- 
mance and the attitude of newly elected representatives of the MMM? 


[Answer] You are surely speaking of our parliamentary colleagues, with no 
particular reference to our colleagues who are cabinet members. I have a 
strictly personal remark to make on this subject. I would say that I am, 
quote, satisfied because, if I do not have any particular reservations about 
our elected representatives as a whole, I can certainly say, despite the danger 
which that might represent for me, that there are some elected representatives 
of the party whose performance, in my view, does not reflect the hopes which 
the party had placed in them. In certain electoral districts, for example, our 
elected representatives who had organizational responsibilities + > stimulate 
the voters gave me the impression that they had failed in their duty. Their 
justifications of their role are rather superficial, but as a party member I 
have to express my opinion freely. 


[Question] When exactly will there be a guide for elected representatives which 
would set forth the precise responsibilities of a member of parliament? 


[Answer] I have always been against excessive paperwork. A guide of this kind 
would only be a number of regulations printed on a piece of paper. In case 

these regulations are not observed, you can't do anything about it. When the 
voters place their confidence in someone, this elected representative should 
reflect the aspirations of the voters. And the voters have never asked for 
miracles from their representatives. In my view a guide of this kind is a 
bureaucratic way of imposing responsibilities on members of parliament who 

should already have been aware of their responsibilities when they were nominated 
by the party. 


[Question] What can you do, in the case of uncooperative members of parliament 
who fail to do their duty? Do you foresee the possibility of having them 
recalled by the voters? 


[Answer] I would not say that those deputies who fail to do their duty are 
uncooperative. I would say that given the volume of work which falls tc 
certain deputies, they have taken this as an excuse to neglect, to some extent, 
their supporters among the voters. A dialogue within the party will bring 
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these comrades back to their responsibilities. Certainly, as the MMM has always 
said, the right to recall the deputies should be accessible to the voters. 
However, given the context, I think this problem should be considered later on, 
that is, 2 to 3 years after the elected representatives have been in office. 
Certainly, I hold to this idea of a recall because the people should be able to 
control those whom they elected to realize their aspirations. 





[Question] Do you foresee any changes in the political line of the MMM in the 
years ahead? 


[Answer] Every strategy is developed within a given context. Certainly, the 
MMM doesn't want to be a conservative party. It should revise and reformulate 
its political line. And the MMM, which intends to play a predominant role on 
the Mauritian political scene, must adjust itself to face up to the new 
realities which will emerge. 


[Question] The MMM, through the new social consensus, is preaching class 
collaboration. Do you believe that the private sector will collaborate with 
the government, since a slow death awaits it, since the principal enemy of the 
MMM remains capitalism in all its forms? 


[Answer] The MMM has never advocated the liquidation of the class struggle or 
class collaboration. The new social consensus was developed during a quite 
specific period of time. Mauritius had to face up to a severe economic crisis, 
and in this situation there is no question of alienating the owners of the means 
of production. If the strategy of the MMM frightened some people, the country 
would be the big loser. The NCS [New Social Consensus] was developed for a 
specific period of history and therefore is destined to change as a function 
of new realities. The NCS is not a form of class collaboration but, on the 
contrary, is an expression of the economic and political reality of a given 
moment of time. We will move progressively toward a self-managing form of 
socialism, as the economy improves. 


[Question] Do you mean that the self-managing form of socialism means the 
death of capitalism? 


[Answer] It is clearly evident that capitalism is destined to disappear in time 
throughout the world. By its very nature the capitalist system contains within 
itself the germs of its own destruction. The destruction of capitalism will 
involve the question of the balance of forces between the social classes. In 
Mauritius no one can prevent the disappearance of the capitalist system, no 
matter how many bayonets he has, no matter what military support or tricks he 
uses. This disappearance will not come all at once. You have to prepare for 
this disappearance with the oppressed masses, the classes which are basically 
against the exploitation of man by man, so that the means of production will 
be regained by all of society. 


[Question] You have spoken of the government program as a stage on the path to 
socialism. Does this mean that the next stage will necessarily be more radical? 
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[Answer] I would not say that the next stage will necessarily be more radical. 
The next stage will be more progressive than the present one. At present the 
government is trying to lessen social injustice. In the second stage we will 
take the path toward the elimination of social injustice and we must find the 
means of doing so. As long as the major means of peoduction are in the hands 
of the private sector, social injustice will exist, and socialism will still 
be encountering obstacles. Therefore, without speaking of radicalism we can 
speak of progressive stages leading toward socialism. 


[Question] How are the relations between the party and the government now? 


[Answer] The relations are excellent at present. As long as the government 
keeps to the party program, which is a basic document, there will be no mis- 
understandings between the party and the government. The party will act as a 
watchdog to insure that the program is carried out. It could be that there 
might be differences of opinion, but these would not concern fundamental 

issues. They would emerge with regardto the manner and the speed of application 
of the measures contained in the program. 


[Question] Is the control of the Central Committee over the parliamentary 
group, which is guaranteed by the constitution of the MMM, effectively applied 
today? 


[Answer] The Central Committee, as an important organ of the party, has a right 
of review over the actions of the parliamentary group. The Central Committee 
has a certain predominant role over the parliamentary group in the sense that 
the parliamentary group does not have the power to take disciplinary measures 
whereas the Central Committee has such power, with the approval of the Assembly 
of Delegates, the Supreme organ of the party. 


[Question] Well, can the party impose its decisions on the parliamentary group? 


[Answer] In the party we have never imposed anything, we have always given our 
advice. Considering the fact that our members of parliament are party comrades, 
I see no need to impose anything on the parliamentary comrades. 


[Question] The constitution of the MMM has been ignored on several occasions-- 
the choice of candidates for the elections, regional conflicts, approval of the 
choice of ministers by the Assembly of Delegates. Will the party constitution 
be respected in the future and will amendments be made in this constitution? 


[Answer] To say that the constitution of the MMM has been ignored is, in my 
view, going too far, as the constitution of the MMM has always been respected. 
However, you should not forget, when you speak of respect for the constitution, 
that there is a time factor which must be taken into consideration. Regarding 
amendments to the MMM constitution, I cannot predict the future. I1f there is 
a need for it, party members will, in democratic fashion, be able to propose 
amendments which will be accepted or rejected by a party congress, which is 

the only body with power to change the party constitution. In passing we 
might say that every constitution must be amended in order not to become out- 
moded. 
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[Question] In the view of the opponents of the MMM, the MMM is one of the best 
organized parties in Mauritius. In the view of the MMM party members themselves, 
the organizational strength of the MMM is something of a myth. Are you 
satisfied with the functioning of the different party organs? 


[Answer] There are two problems here: structure and functioning. The MMM is 
the only party which has a solid organization throughout the country. That is 

a generally accepted fact. Is this a myth for party members? As I know party 
members throughout the island, I think that it is a good sign that party members 
feel a kind of permanent dissatisfaction. This is an absolutely positive element 
to the extent that it makes it possible to review, question and find possible 
changes to make in the organization. Regarding the question of party 
functioning, there is a problem. Before 11 June the party organization was 

more or less unable to function, and party members, who had their own ideo- 
logical baggage, were working in a semiclandestine way. Now with the MMM in 
power the functioning of party branches needs to be reviewed. Although I can 
say that I am satisfied with the organization of the MMM, I should also 
recognize that we must redefine the role, the functioning and the activities of 
tne various organs of the MMM. There should be a debate on this matter within 
the MMM. 


[Question] Are you satisfied with the role played by the mass media up to now 
in increaSing the awareness of the people? 


[Answer] I am convinced that the official mass media helped to promote right- 
wing ideas. Now we have to promote leftwing ideas. Regarding so-called 
"independent" newspapers, I would not question their independence in terms of 
political parties. However, I would question their ideological independence. 
These newspapers are managed by people who already have an ideology. Therefore, 
this is no longer a matter of independence as there is this relationship 
between individuals and ideology. There is no independent ideology. You are 
either a leftist, a rightist, or a social democrat. I would not wish to comment 
any further. — 





[Question] "Power to the people"--the MMM calls for this in a loud voice. With 
the entry of the MMM/PSM/OPR [alliance of the MMM, the PSM--Mauritian Socialist 
Party--OPR--Organization of the People of the Rodrigues Islands] into govern- 
ment, to what extent has this taken concrete form? 


[Answer] It could not take concrete form in 2 months. "Power to the people" 
means the control of the state apparatus and the control of the economic 
apparatus by the people. As long as there is a class struggle there will be no 
absolute power in the hands of the people. Social classes must disappear and 
the class struggle must have reached its final outcome before power is in the 
hands of the people. 


[Question] Some appointments have irritated the rank and file of the MMM. To 
what extent can the party intervene in this question? 
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[Answer] All appointments are freely made by the government. We cannot sub- 
stitute ourselves for the responsible minister, who has absolute freedom to 
make his appointments. However, when it is a matter of expressing its concerns, 
the party will make its voice heard by the government, with concrete evidence 

in support of its views. 


[Question] The PT/PMSD/CAM [Labor Party/Mauritian Social Democratic Party/Muslim 
Action Committee] constituted a real state bourgeoisie which acted like lobbies 
to influence certain governmental decisions. A goodly proportion of this 
bourgeoisie seems to have changed its cloak since the 11 June elections. How 
does the party intend to act regarding this? 


[Answer] I am an old hand in the government offices due to my trade union 
activity. I can say that today the corridors of the government offices have 
been completely cleaned up. The lobbies which previously existed there have 
been destroyed by the will of the people. We will watch with great vigilance 
over any attempts to create lobbies to influence the government. That would 
be the best service which the party could render to the government. We will 
make a public denunciation should a lobby attempt to influence some government 
decision. 


[Question] The prime minister's response to the question of reopening the 
inquiry into the murder of Azor Adelaide was a real insult to party members. 
Is the party satisfied with this government decision? 


[Answer] I would not say that the prime minister's answer was an insult to 
party members. That answer was given at a certain point in time. If we have 
important evidence available, we will ask the government to establish a com- 
mittee of inquiry. At this stage we have no concrete evidence which would 
justify reopening the inquiry into the murder. 


[Question] Does this mean that when the MMM called loudly in the past for a 
reopening of the inquiry, this was simply demagoguery? 


[Answer] Perhaps that is the personal opinion of the one who asks me the question. 


[Question] The massive transfer of former Labor Party supporters to the PSM 
is arousing concern among the members of the MMM. Do you have any comment on 
this? 


[Answer] The MMM has an agreement with the PSM on the basis of a government 
program. There was never any question that the PSM would become an integral 
part of the MMM. The PSM as an independent party, separate from the MMM, 
certainly has the right to recruit people as it wishes. I must say that there 
has been a lot of noise about this matter but no proof that the PSM was 
recruiting former members of the Labor Party. That kind of report is no doubt 
aimed at bringing about a deterioration in the relations between the PSM and 
the MMM. The members of the PSM are fighting for a socialist ideal, as we 

are doing also, and we have confidence in them that they will achieve this 
ideal under the best possible conditions. 
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[Wuestion} Would you agree to have former Labor Party members who have joined 
the PSM on the same electoral list with the MMM? 


[Answer] At this stage that question has not been raised. 


[Question] What are the relations of the party with the other parties and ten- 
dencies of the extreme Left? 


[Answer] I would like to repeat a phrase used by the prime minister himself. 
The political groups to the Left of the MMM will certainly serve as a goad for 
the MMM. We cannot prohibit anyone from having a vision of socialism which is 
different from ours. Our relations will always remain fraternal. 


[Question] You are also an official of the GWF [General Workers Federation], 
which has raised a question of independence in terms of the MMM. To what 
extent is this possible, as the GWF is largely represented in the leadership of 
the MMM? 


[Answer] The GWF is not the only leftwing central trade union organization 
represented there. There is also the FTU [United Workers Federation]. The 
three organizations, the GWF, the FTU and the MMM, are fighting in their own 
way for the advancement of the cause of the oppressed. Each organization will 
keep its autonomy regarding the others. As we have a common ideal, we can 
fight on the same platform while maintaining our autonomy. 


[Question] The municipal and village level elections are approaching. What 
will the MMM do? 





[Answer] Up to now we haven't seriously considered the question. Will the 
MMM go into these elections alone or with the PSM? How will the electoral 
tickets be divided up? All of that has not been discussed by the mixed com- 
mittee of the two parties. Therefore, it is not prudent for me to express 

a view on the matter. 


[Question] Are you satisfied with the effort made up to now against drug abuse, 
favoritism and corruption? 


[Answer] Regarding drug abuse, the government should demonstrate that it is 

more decisive. It is not by arresting someone with a few grams of marihuana that 
you will resolve the problem. There is an official Mafia which controls the 

drug traffic in Mauritius. The government should consider the problem of the 
planter, of the buyer, of the séller. I know that this Mafia is still active 

in Mawritius, You have to look toward the big bosses of the drug traffic. 


In terms of competition [as published] this is a two-edged question: there is 
a corrupter and someone who is corrupted. A campaign of civic awareness is 
necessary to make corruption diminish. There is also corruption at the state 
level. There are sectors of the government which are pillars of corruption: 
the customs service, the police and their different departments, and the income 
tax service. I say, choosing my words carefully, that corruption is going on 
at a rather high level in these sectors. 
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MAURITIUS 


UNITY FRONT DENOUNCES SECTARIANISM, 'BEST-LOSER' SYSTEM 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 11 Sep 82 p 5 


[Text] "Despite the change in government, some sectarian practices are still 
to be found in Mauritius, on the level of the country's leadership, as well as 
in the private sector, athletic, cultural and educational circles and on the 
individual level." This is the judgment made by the Front for the Unity of the 
Mauritian People (Fron pou Linite Lepep Morisyen--FPLLM) in an analysis in 
depth undertaken 2 months after the establishment of the movement. It will be 
recalled that this front emerged during the campaign against the best-loser 
system. It devoted an entire day to an examination of sectarianism, its his- 
toric causes, forms and adverse effects on Mauritian society. Sectarianisn, 
racism and the caste system are three scourges which combine to impose the 
same discrimination, the same division and to prevent the advent of unity 
among the people of Mauritius. While condemning the old forms of sectarianism 
which one would assume were reduced by the 11 June vote, the Front for the 
Unity of the Mauritian People harshly criticized the emergence of a new and 
supposedly "scientific and rational" form of sectarianism, which "works toward 
the same division of the people," through a policy of nominations based on 
quotas. 


The members of the front (15 political, social, trade union and student 
organizations, and as many individuals) made a commitment to demand the elinm- 
ination of all the clauses in the constitution encouraging sectarianism, as 
well as legislation of a sectarian nature. The front spokesmen, Messrs Vishnu 
Jugdharry and Coll Venkatasamy, said that "We will oversee and resist nomina- 
tions, recruiting, promotions and dismissals effected on a sectarian basis in 
the public and private sectors." The front asks that those who are victims of 
such actions report their cases to it. Meanwhile, a petition demanding the 
abolition of the best-loser system is still being circulated, in the hope of 
obtaining 300,000 signatures. 


It is not easy to analyze sectarianism in just a few days. However, the Front 
for the Unity of the Mauritian People undertook an in depth effort during a 
day of study of this subject. It attempted to draft a history of this scourge 
in order to see how it has influenced and dominated real situations in Mauri- 
tius, with a view to a better understanding of the situation. 
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Two Sides of the Coin 


According to the front, there are two faces to sectarianism: domination and 
self-defense. The front believes that the problem should be viewed within the 
context of its historic development, if what is sought is to be able to combat 
it. 


History 


The front states that toward the end of the 19th century, under British 
colonialism, racism was very powerful. The coolies, uprooted from their coun- 
try, had to rally together in order to resist white racism. This grouping 
also served, to a considerable extent, to recreate the situation which existed 
in their country of origin, where caste differentiation was well established. 
In view of the coolies' struggle, a legitimate one, to affirm their own reli- 
gion and culture, the white racist authority felt threatened. The struggle 
then took on political dimensions with the birth of the Labor Party (PT). Be- 
cause of the threat this party posed, in this case to the British colonial- 
ists, they sought to divide it by infiltrating leaders from the majority 
community. Thus a class of political leaders dispatched to divide the 
laborite force was born. This class seized political power by accumulating 
wealth, which it had in turn to maintain by recourse to the caste system. In 
order to further the division of the Mauritian people, the British colonial- 
ists and white racists created the Mauritian Rally (which later became the PMSD 
[Mauritian Social Democratic Party]) in 1950. The chain continued with the 
creation of the Moslem Action Committee (CAM), the Tamil United Party, etc. 


In conclusion, again according to the front, it is a fact that white racism 
existed prior to the introduction of sectarianism and the caste system, and 
there have been some who utilized sectarianism to maintain their economic 
power. "Other forces, such as the PT, the PMSD and the CAM have utilized it 
politically to provide themselves with supporters." This is the reason for 
the statement by the front that sectarianism, racism and the caste system have 
a single goal: to divide in order to conquer. 


The Current Reality 


According to the analysis by the front, sectarianism is reflected as follows 
on the economic level. 


The private sector, in which sectarianism and racism coexist, is made up of 
whites on the top management level (above all in the sugar industry), while 
middle management is basically colored people. Factory labor is done by 
native workmen, while the field work is entrusted to Hindu laborers. It is a 
fact known to all that certain transportation and soft drink companies employ 
only Moslems or only Hindus. 


The situation is hardly any better in the parastate bodies. There, the front 
says, top management is made up for the most part of high-level government 
employees, who are Hindus of high caste. There have been as examples no less 
notorious cases in which high-level officials have been appointed on a sec- 
tarian basis, even when the individuals involved did not so desire. 
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Influence on the Political Level 


Almost all the parties in Mauritius practice sectarianism in one form or 
another, with the same effect of hindrance to the development of popular 
unity. The PT has numerous times asserted that it defends the interests of 
the Hindus, while the same is true of the PMSD and the native population and 
the CAM and the Moslems. There is now another group which, the front claims, 
is attempting to combat sectarianism by practicing it on a limited but no less 
dangerous basis. The MMM/PSM is controlling the dosage of sectarianism with- 
in its structures (political bureau, council, slate of candidates) in an 
effort to satisfy all communal groups, according to the FPLIM. This prac- 
tice, in the final analysis, camouflages sectarianism within the party and 
outside it, and seems to suit everyone, because the sectarians themselves 
cannot react. 


The front, from which moreover the absence of the MMM, PSM and GWF [General 
Workers Federation] can be noted, although their language is the same, also 
opposes the existence of sectarian athletic clubs, even though they give the 
appearance of being open clubs on the athletic field. It also challenges the 
practice which dictates that it is always a Moslem who is appointed as 
ambassador to any of the Arab countries or Pakistan, a member of the general 
population to represent us in European countries, and a Hindu for India. 


According to the FPLLM, sectarianism is at its peak in the fields of education 
and culture, and given certain situations, each individual tends to have a sec- 
tarian reaction. 


In the view of the FPLLM, all of this must change if what is wanted is to 
build a Mauritian nation. The front, which has various methods of action 
(press, neighborhood meetings, petitions, demonstrations), plans in the short 
run to see to it that the national census in 1983 is not taken on the tradi- 
tional sectarian basis. The Mauritian citizen should not be required to spe- 
cify the subcommunity to which he belongs, but should simply state that he is 
a citizen of Mauritius, the front believes. 
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MAURITIUS 


MAURITIAN SOCIALIST PARTY PLANS, OFFICERS REPORTED 
Press Department Planned 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 13 Sep 82 p 7 


[Text] "The Mauritian Socialist Party (PSM) will very shortly appoint a press 
department in order to project the party image and offset a campaign of dis- 
paragement being pursued throughout the country against the leaders of this 
party." This statement was made by PSM leader Harish Boodhoo to the press 
yesterday, following a meeting of delegates convoked to elect the PSM execu- 
tive committee for the 1982-1983 year. 


The PSM leader stressed, moreover, that there is currently "an atmosphere 
allowing dialogue with the sugar barons and the leader of the Mauritian Social 
Democratic Party (PMSD), Sir Gaetan Duval, but not with the Labor Party (PT)." 


In addition, Mr Boodhoo indicated that following the defeat of the Labor Party 
in the elections last 11 June, an increasing number of those who supported 

that party have been turning to the PSM "on the basis of a process which cannot 
be prevented.” 


He said that the PSM is continuing its work of "scientific reorganization, de- 
spite the campaign of disparagement pursued against it." However, the PSM 
leader ‘added that the MMM/PSM alliance is doing very well, and the leaders of 
the two parties are fully aware of the existence of this campaign being pur- 
sued by those who wish the PSM ill. 


Mr Boodhoo alleged that he is currently the focus of a plan designed to tar- 
nish his own image, and he said that there are those who are quite willing to 
push the blame for the errors of the present government on the PSM ministers. 


"We fully understand the fear of these people, because they know that the PSM 
is in the process of becoming stronger following the PT defeat, since in- 
creasing numbers of labor supporters are joining our ranks. After 11 June, 

a propaganda machine was put into motion throughout the country to disparage 
the PSM and to obliterate its glorious past and its contribution to the un- 
precedented victory won during these elections." 
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Mr Boodhoo, who was confirmed in his leadership functions again without oppo- 
sition, also announced that it will be the duty of the executive committee 
elected yesterday to decide whether or not to participate in the coming muni- 
cipal elections. He indicated that a decision on this will be made by the end 
of the week. 


Election Reported 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 13 Sep 82 p 7 


[Text] Dr Rohit Beedassy, outgoing president of the PSM, won the most votes 
yesterday during the election of the new executive committee. He received 63 
out of the 67 votes cast. 


The 10 parliamentarians elected in yesterday's election were Dr Beedassy, 
Armoogum Parsuramen (59 votes), Radha Gungoohingh (58), Kishore Deerpalsingh 
(52), Rashid Soobadar and Dr Dinesh Ramjuttun (49), Vinod Godhoory (46), Vijay 
Padaruth (44), Kailash Ruhee (43) and Subash Ramdahen (41). Four other par- 
liamentarians had solicited the votes of the 68 delegates present yesterday. 
They were Jankee Parsad Nundalalee and Karl Offman (40), Jocelyn Seenyen (33) 
and Uttam Jawaheer (23). 


Moreover, the eight nonparliamentarians elected during the election were Jay 
Cooshna (39), Antoine Ng and Boo Pillay (37), Alain Coosnapen (36), Gowry 
Bahal and Mrs B. Nagdan (31), S. Bhugowandeen (25) and Ram Veeranah (25). 


There were 28 candidates for the eight seats to be filled by the nonparliamen- 
tarians. 


Parsuramen Elected President 

Mr Armoorgum Parsuramen, deputy from Grand'Baie-Poudre d'Or, was elected pres- 
ident of the PSM for the 1982-1983 year. His vice presidents will be Alain 
Coosnapen and Mrs B. Nagdan. 

The secretary-general will be Dr Dinesh Ramjuttun, with Rashid Soobadar as his 
assistant. The treasurer will be Antoine Ng, and the assistant treasurer 
Vijay Padaruth. 

In addition, Karl Offman was elected as public relations official. 

The political bureau, moreover, will include H. Boodhoo, K. Deerpalsingh, A. 


Parsuramen, R. Beedassy, K. Ruhee, Boo Pillay, Jay Coosnah, R. Soobadar, Ng 
and Ramjuttun. 
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MAURITIUS 


RAMGOOLAM RECONCILED TO POLITICAL DEFEAT 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 10 Sep 82 pp 5, 8 


[Interview with Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, former prime minister, by Alain 
Gordon-Gentil, in Port Louis; date not given] 


[Text] For 3 months now, the man who presided over the destiny of the island 
of Mauritius for some 30 years has been excluded from state administration. 
In a few days, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam will celebrate his 82d birthday, and 
on this occasion, he agreed to talk with LE MAURICIEN at his residence on rue 
Desforges. 


Things have changed. When I telephoned his home to make the appointment, it 
was the former prime minister himself who answered. "Hello, Dr Ramgoolam 
here." 


During this interview, which lasted an hour, the former prime minister 
commented on the actions and positions taken by the new government. He be- 
lieves that it is ruling government employees by fear. He also thinks that 
the government should not move too quickly with the farm diversification pro- 
ject. Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam also seems to be watching the actions of 
Minister of Finance Paul Berenger very closely. "I think he talks too much in 
order to conceal his lack of confidence in the future." 


On the subject of Sir Satcam Boolell, who has just founded his own political 
party, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam said that this was shrewd, "because all of 
the older men have been eliminated." 


Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam says he has accepted defeat, and when I asked him if 
he still wants his son Nuvin to go into politics, he answered as follows: 

"No, I would prefer that he practice medicine, for at least this will guaran- 
tee his future!" 


[Question] Sir Seewoosagur, after more than 20 years in power, you have just 
experienced your first 3 months outside the administration. How do you spend 
your days? 


[Answer] Very happily. I read a great deal. I do not rest much. I have 
many callers and I have given interviews to a number of foreign newsmen. I 
keep busy. 
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[Question] Are you getting accustomed to solitude? 


[Answer] No. I feel there are plenty of things to do. For the time being, I 
am busy. I get up later in the morning (toward 7 o'clock). I have breakfast, 
and then I begin to read--history, philosophy, medicine and newspapers. Then, 
I have callers throughout the day. 


[Question] Are you happy with your new life? 


[Answer] What can I say? Yes. You know, I think I have reconciled myself 
with defeat. 


[Question] On 18 September you will celebrate your 82d birthday. At that 
age, can one still have political ambitions? 


[Answer] A politician remains a politician all his life. Defeat cannot 
change that. I am still tremendously interested in national affairs. And 
then, I have commitments to keep. One must not forget that 30 percent of the 
people voted for us. I am also focusing on my social commitment. I am inter- 
ested in the handicapped, in the Cheshire Home. Moreover, I am invited there 
for a special celebration of my birthday. I have been busy with social pro- 
jects since 1945, and I will not abandon this activity now. Apart from that, 
I read many books on medicine to keep up with the most recent techniques and 
discoveries. My time is taken up, as you can see. 


[Question] The singer and poet Jacques Brel said that old age is harder to 
endure than death. 


[Answer] If you know what to do in old age, it becomes just what it is: a 
normal stage in life. I do not feel at all old, because I am involved in 
life. In everything which happens. Politics too. I am scheduled to depart 
soon with four members of the Labor Party (PT) for Vienna, where I will 
attend the congress of the Socialist International. This is already a great 
deal for a man of 82. 


[Question] One of your faithful lieutenants, Sir Satcam Boolell, has just 
left the Labor Party, practically slamming the door in your face. How do you 
feel about this? 


[Answer] I spoke to him yesterday. Perhaps, basically, he was right in re- 
fraining from participation in the PT elections, because all of the older men 
have been swept out and replaced by young people who want to take over the 
party! 


[Question] Are you personally satisfied with the turn things have taken? 
[Answer] I hope they will take our advice, because the Labor Party is not one 


which can begin the struggle at the zero mark. It is a party which has a 
past, a history. There are some who have given everything for this party, and 
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who are still there. They must be consulted. And I believe that the younger 
men agree with this. 


[Question] With your retirement, are you sorry today that you did not listen 
to the challengers led by Harish Boodhoo, in the past? 


[Answer] Yes, this is an error we made. We should have listened to him. The 
history of the Labor Party would have been different. We would probably have 
won the elections last June. 


[Question] It is said that Harish Boodhoo took up the PT "torch" you handed 
on. 


[Answer] The torch of socialism will be taken up by the young PT team and no 
one else. The Labor Party is one which will never die, even if there are 
those who devote themselves to killing it. We have deep roots in this coun- 
try. Moreover, we won more than 30 percent of the votes in the last elec- 
tions. If we had proportional representation, we would have won some 20 
seats. I wanted a peaceful revolution within the PT. Also, I do not want the 
party to go to war with the other parties. We must put our heads together for 
the sake of the future of this country. Take, for example, the farm diversi- 
fication program the new government plans to undertake in Rose-Belle. I would 
urge it to watch out. All of the sugar establishments have tried this and 
have lost money. They cannot carry it out as the small planters do, because 
the latter have lower costs. Above all, we should not uproot the sugarcane. 
They must undertake this project by planting between the rows, and not by de- 
stroying the cane. Sugarcane will remain the basis of our economy for a long 
time to come. The government must not move too quickly with diversification, 
or it will risk losing tremendous sums of money. 


[Question] Your party has chosen to begin again to gain ground. Don't you 
think that its progress will be blocked by the MMM, much more than the PSM? 
It is being said that the PSM has rallied many former Labor Party members 
around it. 


[Answer] There is work to be done by the young men who have just taken over 
the party apparatus. There has been a slight shift of labor supporters toward 
the PSM, but to a much lesser extent than is believed. On the whole, the PT 
is very firmly established in the country. The people still have confidence 
in our party. I think that we will very soon reestablish our position, prior 
to the next general elections. 


[Question] Will you lead your party personally in the December municipal 
elections? 


[Answer] That depends. I cannot tell you. I do not even know if the party 
will take part in the municipal elections. We will see. It is not easy to 

say whether I will lead my party in the elections or not. I am here today, 

but later? One never knows what may happen. 
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[Question] For a long time, some say, you have been the embodiment of 
democracy and tolerance. After 3 months in office, how would you rate the new 
government in these two categories? 


[Answer] I find this governme:'t too authoritarian. They are in the process 
of dismissing civil service emyioyees. I would never have done that. The 
virtue of the PT is that it respected all views. We never dismissed peo- 
ple from the civil service because their views differed from ours. There is 
currently much intimidation, and fear has become a constant among government 
employees and the public in general. That is not the way one can govern a 
country. Fear gets in the way of governing. 


[Question] You seem to be saying that democracy is in danger. 


[Answer] Democracy is not only the laws which are approved so that there can 
be elections. Democracy is also, and above all, a philosophy, a way of view- 
ing matters and of acting. We have reached a point at which the people are 
afraid to say what they think, fearful that the government will take action 
against them. Such an atmosphere should not be created in the country. After 
independence was won, although we could have acted in dictatorial fashion, we 
always respected the freedom of the people in this country. The new govern- 
ment must continue to do this. Tolerance has been and will remain the very 
basis of my political action and that of the Labor Party. Without tolerance, 
one cannot govern a multiracial country. 


[Question] Do you see the germ of a certain form of totalitarianism develop- 
ing now? 


[Answer] I hope not. But the island of Mauritius, practically speaking, is 
at present a "one-party state," and that is dangerous. 


[Question] The Mauritian people made this choice of their own accord. 


[Answer] And more than that, they surrendered themselves hand and foot to a 
political party. Our country needs a strong and reliable opposition. I will 
tell you something: if there is one thing the PT has failed to achieve, it is 
the political education of the Mauritian people. If we had seen to this pro- 
perly, there would have been an opposition in the parliament. 


[Question] How do you assess the work of your successor, Aneerood Jugnauth? 


[Answer] The job is not as difficult as he believes. The Mauritian economy 
will improve, and our balance of payments deficit will be less burdensome. 

The current government is fearful of the future, and this is absolutely not 
necessary. They are frightening people by saying that there may be a shortage 
of rice and flour, of all sorts of things. A population should not be 
frightened like that. One cannot build on fear. They will make all of the 
cadres and all of the valuable men in this country flee. 


[Question] You have absolute confidence, then, in the future of the island of 
Mauritius? 
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[Answer] When Paul Berenger returns from the Toronto economic conference and 
his trip to the United States, he will realize that the situation is not as 
difficult as is believed. We in the PT had our economic and social plan 
which, I assure you, did not provide for an reduction in the subsidies for 
rice and flour. 


[Question] Would this be realistic? 


[Answer] Absolutely! Our rice consumption has not increased since 1976, 
despite the increase in the population. 


[Question] You think, then, that the minister of finance will return from 
this conference reassured? 


[Answer] I sincerely believe so. If he has been in touch with all of the 
international agencies, he will realize that everything is going very well for 
the island of Mauritius. But he must not lose faith in himself and in the 
people. We are a very adaptable and very hardworking people. 


[Question] You are among those who have harshly criticized the minister of 
finance, stating that he is an extremist who is unaware of economic realities. 
After having seen Mr Berenger "function" for 3 months, would you still make 
these criticisms? 


[Answer] He has no confidence in what he does. I think that he talks too 
much to conceal his lack of confidence in the future. We are going to make a 
good deal and profit from the Common Market prices, which I myself negotiated 
personally at the time. Except for the Ivory Coast, we are the only country 
to enjoy this advantage with the Common Market. 


[Question] You recently made a trip abroad. Were you able to find out what 
image our country enjoys in the eyes of the foreign powers since the new 
regime took office? 


[Answer] We ourselves established good relations with other countries, and 
these relations remain. The new government began with a solid background and 
many advantages in this sector. We hope it can maintain all of this. 


[Question] As chief of state, you were personally in close contact with Mrs 
Indira Ghandi. What was your impression of her recent visit to the new 
government? 

[Answer] I am happy that she came to meet our new leaders, and that she came 
to see them on the spot and to make the necessary contacts. We have much to 
gain by developing our relations with India and France. 


[Question] Does the new foreign policy of Mauritius shock you? 


[Answer] No. But I nonetheless believe that it is somewhat extreme. I am 
thinking, for example, of Diego Garcia. Diego Garcia today is a closed file. 
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Nothing can be done about it! Even Mrs Ghandi said, at the time: "One can 
protest, that is all." There will be much discussion, but I do not believe 
that more can done than that. 


[Question] What if you were asked again tomorrow to be the first president of 
the republic? 


[Answer] I cannot answer you. All I can say is that I have excellent rela- 
tions with Jugnauth, Boodhoo and Berenger. 


[Question] Do you regret today the fact that you did not make that “turn to 
the left" in 1976 and establish a coalition with the PMSD [Mauritian Social 
Democratic Party], rather than the MMM? 


[Answer] We are a moderate leftist party. Thus we could not participate in a 
coalition with the MMM at that time, because it was then more extremist than 
it is today. It is still extremist, perhaps somewhat less, but nonetheless 
extremist. 


[Question] A few months ago, you let it be known that you would like to see 
your son Nuvin return to Mauritius to go into politics. Is this still your 
wish? 


[Answer] No. I would prefer that he practice medicine. At least he will 
have his future guaranteed! 
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MAURITIUS 


MINISTER DETAILS SOCIOINDUSTRIAL PLANS 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 14 Sep 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] A series of measures designed to increase productivity, to eliminate 
absenteeism, to slow mass dismissals, to improve working conditions and to 
guarantee labor safety have been adopted by the Ministry of Labor and Indus- 
trial Relations, within the framework of the implementation of a broad plan of 
government action to get the economy moving again, to eliminate unemployment 
insofar as possible, and to humanize labor. Within this context, various de- 
partments of the Ministry of Labor are in the process of being completely re- 
organized. These include the Health and Safety Inspectorate, Workers' Educa- 
tion Unit, and Enforcement Branch. Reorganized with the help of a British 
advisor, the Health and Safety Inspectorate will be equipped with a sophisti- 
cated laboratory which will enable the technicians in this department to 
assess the safety risks at labor sites and thus prevent accidents. The number 
of labor accidents in our country is very high, Mr Jaya Krishna Cuttaree be- 
lieves: 11 instances have been reported in the course of these past 7 months. 
Moreover, the regional International Labor Office advisor, Mr Nigam, is ex- 
pected to visit Mauritius in November. 


Assessing the activities of his ministry in the course of these past 3 months, 
the new minister of labor and industrial relations, Mr Jaya Krishna Cuttaree, 
told LE MAURICIEN that he is pleased on the whole with the efforts employers 
and trade union forces are making to settle the points of disagreement which 
may arise in the course of dialogue. "I do not believe that my role is 
limited to setting wages or intervening in industrial disputes," he said. "I 
believe that through a healthy and consistent industrial relations policy 
making it possible to develop a new kind of democracy within the enterprise, 
points in dispute can be settled in the future through dialogue involving 

the various social partners." 


It should not be necessary to turn to the minister of labor for arbitration. 
After a few months of initial adjustment and the introduction of new indus- 
trial legislation to replace the Industrial Relations Act (IRA) and the Labor 
Act, Minister Cuttaree said, his role will gradually involve ever less inter- 
vention. He will then have time enough to concern himself with major issues, 
in particular the education of the workers, the labor environment, the wage 
policy and the practical implementation of the new social consensus. "I must 
say," Mr Cuttaree asserted, “that these first 3 months in the ministry have 
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enabled me to see that there is a profound desire among the workers and the 
employers--with the exception of a few refractory individuals--for a new 
socioindustrial atmosphere which will promote a true partnership between the 
employers and the workers. This offers the advantage of allowing the country 
to emerge from the crisis in which it finds itself. This cooperation between 
the social partners is truly encouraging." The atmosphere in ti tripartite 
committee, and even on other levels, he said, confirms this. 


Mr Cuttaree voiced a warning to "refractory" employers. "I am also aware," he 
said, "that there are some employers who have not yet decided to adapt them- 
selves to change where their relations with the workers are concerned. A 
unique opportunity for the dawn of a new era in industrial relations is at 
hand. Let them not miss this opportunity, for otherwise they will be doomed 
to disappear within a relatively short time." In this context, Mr Cuttaree 
stressed the positive role played to date by the Mauritius Employers Federa- 
tion (MEF) and the efforts it is making to achieve a negotiated settlement of 
the industrial conflicts which have developed. 


In the view of Mr Cuttaree, the Ministry of Labor has a decisive role to play in 
launching economic recovery and in the building of a new society. The success 
or failure of the development plans and the economic measures proposed de- 
pends, he believes, on the activities undertak:n by the workers to implement 
them. And if the island of Mauritius is to emerge from the crisis today, it 

is necessary for the country to set to work, the minister believes. The 
workers must feel that they are partners in launching economic recovery. 


Mr Cuttaree is aware of the fact that this is not easy, if we recall how the 
worker perceives his role in society. There is a problem of alienation. He 
says that to a great extent, the workers "feel estranged in their own enter- 
prises, which in the past were encouraged to have recourse to certain prac- 
tices. The repressive laws aggravate this situation. This is why," the 
minister explains, he is attempting to lead the various social partners to 
understand the importance of each of them in national development. In this 
way the Ministry of Labor hopes to guarantee that all the workers will fully 
play their role in the development of their enterprises and their country. 
This will only be possible if the workers and their leaders act responsibly. 
According to the minister, it is from this viewpoint that the government has 
given priority to the introduction of a new democratic legal framework to re- 
place the IRA. The goal is to allow a free trade union movement to express 
itself in full freedom. 


In analyzing the problem of alienation, Mr Cuttaree said that it is related to 
two other industrial problems: absenteeism and productivity. The workers go 
to their jobs simply to earn a living, having no sense of belonging to the 
enterprise. They work there with the feeling that they are not involved in 
the enterprise. And how can they feel involved in the enterprise when their 
working conditions leave so much to be desired? The reason for the majority 
of the conflicts, the minister says, has to do precisely with the poor work- 
ing conditions, although there are rare instances of wage increase demands. 
Whether in the port, in the free zone or at the large construction sites, the 
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workers complain of unsanitary and unsafe conditions and poor human relations. 
Better working conditions, greater job security and improved relations between 
the employers and the workers will favor an increase in production and a reduc- 
tion in the rate of absenteeism in the enterprises. 


In the same breath, the minister spoke of the plan to limit mass dismissals by 
granting aid to enterprises in difficulty, after a study in depth of each spe- 
cific case (see yesterday's LE MAURICIEN). 


Finally, Mr Cuttaree believes that everything should be done to eliminate 
trade union rivalry. It can already be foreseen that we are moving toward a 
stronger and more united trade union movement. In his view, the owners then- 
selves want to see the development of 4 stronger trade union movement, which 
will without a doubt be a more responsible one. 
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MAURITIUS 


GOVERNMENT PLANS ELIMINATION OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT 
Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 15 Sep 82 pp l, 4 


[Text] The MMM, PSM and OPR [Organization of the Rodriguez People], which are 
currently governing the country, have always, as political parties, expressed 
their opposition to the Industrial Relations Act (IRA), and more particularly, 
its provisions and procedures with regard to strikes. 


This statement was made yesterday by Minister of Labor and Industrial Relations 
Jaya Krishna Cuttaree in response to a question posed by the opposition lead- 
er, Sir Gaetan Duval. 


Mr Cuttaree went on to say that the government has committed itself to revok- 
ing the IRA and replacing it with a more democratic legal text to govern in- 
dustrial relations. However, this new democratic legal text will not be 
drafted until after extensive consultation with all the social partners. It 
is for this reason, and as a measure with high priority, that the government 
has established a select committee to study the question. 


Moreover, it would not be suitable to make fragmented amendments to the exist- 
ing law. 





The select committee, for its part, is progressing satisfactorily, and has 
already met five times. 


The minister hopes that the committee will submit its report in the very near 
future, which will make “early introduction of the new law" possible. 


In his question, the opposition leader asked the minister if there were not 
any plans to amend the IRA pending the completion of the select comnittee 
report, so as to exclude the "go slow," "sit in" and "working to task" from 
the definition of the word "strike." 
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MAURITIUS 


COBALT THERAPY UNIT DONATED BY LIBYA 
Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 14 Sep 82 pp l, 4 


[Text] The radiation therapy center of the Victoria de Candos Hospital has 
been equipped since yesterday with a new cobalt therapy unit, a gift from the 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. The Canadian-manufactured cobalt 
bomb, worth more than 2 million rupees, is of capital importance for the 
treatment of individuals suffering from cancer. This highly sophisticated 
apparatus is equipped with modern accessories to facilitate the accurate 
treatment and comfort of the patients. 


The secretary of the Libyan People's Bureau, Ibrahim al-Jaddy, officially pre- 
sented the gift at a ceremony held yesterday morning at the Victoria de Candos 
Hospital, at which Minister of External Affairs Jean Claude de L'Estrac and 
Minister of Health Daniel Jocelyn Seenyen were present. In his address, 
Ibrahim al-Jaddy stated that this gift is the very symbol of the friendship 
which links the two peoples. "The Libyan people regard the Mauritian people 
as very friendly and close to them',” he stressed. The secretary of the 
People's Bureau said that the Libyan people attach great importance to Africa, 
of which they are a part. "With regard to Libya, we have neither a government 
nor a minister. We simply implement what our people decide." 


He expressed the wish for closer links between the two countries in the in- 
terests of both. 


In response to Mr al-Jaddy, Minister of External Affairs de L'Estrac thanked 
the people of the Libyan Jamahiriya for the gift of the cobalt bomb, a pre- 
cious apparatus for the treatment of cancer patients. Jean Claude de L'Estrac 
said that the gift is proof of the friendship the Libyan people have for the 
Mauritian people. "The manifestation of friendship and humanity by your 
country for the Mauritian people is a further proof of the special nature 

of our bilateral relations." 


Jean Claude de L'Estrac noted that the special relations will be further con- 
solidated with the visit to Tripoli planned by Minister of Finance Paul 
Berenger and Minister of Planning Kailash Ruhee. "The present MMM/PSM/OPR 
[Organization of the Rodriguez People] government will spare no effort in 
exploring the new fields of cooperation based on mutual friendship and under- 
standing with Libya," the minister said. 
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Minister of Health Daniel Jocelyn Seenyen said for his part that this equip- 
ment has arrived at a timely moment, because the Phillips brand cobalt therapy 
unit installed in 1968 no longer functions properly. "Although this equipment 
was old, it was practically impossible for the government to purchase a new 
unit at a cost of more than 2 million rupees at this difficult time," he 
stressed. 


Daniel Jocelyn Seenyen emphasized that in the past 5 years, the radiation 
therapy department has treated 1,731 cancer patients, while 1,277 cases have 
been reviewed. 


He made a point of noting that this department treats not only citizens of 


Mauritius, but also patients coming from the Seychelles, Madagascar and the 
Comoro Islands as well. 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


PSM OFFICERS--A new PSM executive committee was elected yesterday. Harish 
Boodhoo retained his post as leader, with no candidate challenging him for his 
seat. Armoogum Parsuramen was elected president, and the vice presidents are 
Alain Coosnapen and Mrs B. Nagadan. The post of secretary-general was en- 
trusted to Dr Dhineshwar Ramjuttun, while the administrative secretary is 
Rashid Soobadar. Antoine Ng was elected treasurer, and his assistant is Vijay 
Padaruth. Karl Offman was elected to the post of PRO [public relations 
officer]. The members of the political bureau are Harish Boodhoo, Kailash 
Ruhee, Armoogum Parsuramen, Rohit Beedassy, Kishore Deerpalsingh, B. Pillay, 
Jay Cooshna, Rashid Soobadar, Antoine Ng and Dhineshwar Ramjuttun. Ten par- 
liamentarians and 8 nonparliamentarians were elected to the Central Committee. 
Of the 14 parliamentarians who were candidates, 4 were not elected. They were 
Uttum Jawaheer, Jankeeparsad Nundalalee, Karl Offman and Jocelyn Seenyen. 
Those elected were Dr Rohit Beedassy (63 votes), Armoogum Parsuramen (59), 
Radha Gungoosingh (58), Kishore Deerpalsingh (52), Rashid Soobadar and Dr D. 
Ramjuttun (49), Vinod Goodoory (46), Vijay Padaruth (44), Kailash Ruhee (43), 
and Subash Ramdahen (41). The eight nonparliamentarians elected were Jay 
Cooshna, Antoine Ng, B. Pillay, Alain Coosnapen, Bahal Gowry, Mrs B. Nagadan, 
S. Bhugowandeen and Ram Veeramah. [Text] [Port Louis THE NATION in French 

13 Sep 82 p 4] 5157 


LABORITES TO VIENNA---The Labor Party (PT) has been invited to send a delega- 
tion to the congress of the Socialist International which will be held in 
Vienna this month. The delegation will be headed by Sir Seewoosagur 
Ramgoolam, who will be accompanied by four members of the party. During an 
unofficial meeting held in Belle Rose Thursday, with Suresh Moorba presiding, 
it was decided that the delegates representing the PT in Vienna will be Harry 
Boolauck, James Burty David, Krishnaduth Bhorra and Jugdish Jhurry. [Text] 
[Port Louis THE NATION in French 14 Sep 82 p 1] 5157 


LABOR PARTY OFFICERS--A 10-member executive committee has been appointed by 
the Labor Party to study party participation in the coming municipal elec- 
tions. The committee will be headed by Vijay Venkatasamy, and will include C. 
P. Ruchpaul, B. Sewpah, M. Bhujoharry, H. Jagan, C. Monty, S. Banyparsad, A. 
Sonco, A. Emile and Miss W. Uteem. The committee will submit its report at 
the next executive session, scheduled for 10 October. In addition, the 
officers elected a bureau yesterday, as follows: Harry Boolauck (president), 
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Siva Sidaya, Fritz Thomas, Raouf Damree and Mrs Poonoosamy (vice presidents), 
Burty David (secretary), Krishnaduth Bhorra (deputy secretary), Kadress 
Mootien Pillay (treasurer) and Sithianand Peladooah (deputy treasurer). The 
two auditing members are Ahmed Peerally and I. Gumput. The nomination of Mr 
David for the post of secretary-general was challenged by C. P. Ruchpaul. 
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REUNION 


PAUL VERGES INTERVIEWED ON CENSUS, UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES 
Saint Denis TEMOIGNAGES in French 28-29 Aug 82 p 2 


[Interview with Paul Verges, secretary general of the Reunion Communist Party: 
"It Will Take a Generation To Correct the Situation"; date and place not given] 


[Text] After our documentary series during the whole week 
devoted to the problem of unemployment and underemployment 
in our country, TEMOIGNAGES asked our comrade Paul Verges, 
the secretary general of the party, the mayor of Port, 

and a deputy to the European Parliament, four questions. 





[Question] Our newspaper has just published the latest figures from the INSEE 
[National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies] regarding unemployment. 
Wednesday we printed the 52,779 unemployed in Reunion in enormous headlines. 
Aren't we headed towards a disaster? 


[Answer] That is true; the results of the INSEE's census in March of this year, 
by giving the figure of 52,779 people unemployed in Reunion, reveal the extreme 
seriousness of the situation. This figure goes beyond the estimates, even the 
most pessimistic ones, made during recent years. It shows that the problem 

of unemployment on the one hand and of general underemployment on the other 
hand constitute Reunion's main problem. 


Only a development policy, that is to say, a policy of creating jobs and 
maintaining the current jobs in all the sectors--in the primary and secondary 
sectors as well as in the third even--can hope to check this process of accel- 
erated deterioration of the situation. 


Checking the process firs., then stopping it, and finally rectifying the situa- 
tion; there is no other way. 


The alternative is simple: To start development immediately or undergo a 
speeding up of the deterioration of the social situation, which is, we know, 
heading straight towards an explosion. 


[Question] The population figures show that, in the next five years, 72,169 
young people between 15 and 19 years of age will be in search of work. Has 
the Reunion Communist Party taken this figure into account in its development 
plan? 
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[Answer] These age group figures are the basis of our preceding reasoning. 
The problem is simple. It needs to be presented clearly: The coming decade, 
and especially the next six years, will be decisive for the country's future. 


In fact, children between 10 and 14 years of age--that is to say, who are 
still in school--currently correspond to a figure of 64,793 people. In six 
years, they will be between 16 and 20 years of age and they will rightly 
demand jobs. The figure of 72,169 corresponds to the 15-to-19 age group, 
or schematically 14,442 young people a year. 


That is to say that 56,000 young people between 16 and 19 are already in 
the job market, and over 14,000 will enter this market next year. 


52,779 unemployed currently, more than 14,000 young people next year, and 

in 1984, it is the first portion of the 64,793 young people (now between 

10 and 14 years of age) who will be in this situation. If we add to this 
that the 5-to-9-year-old age group-~-numbering 59,280--will begin to look 

for work in seven years, at a rate of over 11,000 a year, one sees that there 
is a really vicious spiral there. 


A development plan devised in 1982, recommending concrete steps for the years 
to come, and laying down guiding principles for the next 10 years cannot 
fail to put such staggering figures at the center of its concerns. 


Emigration, deaths, replacements of people going into retirement, and other 
things cannot in any way or in a significant manner diminish the seriousness 
of the situation. Hence, it is locally and with an appropriate policy that 
the means of checking, stopping, and then rectifying this increasing process 
must be found. 


This is the main principle; this is the abiding concern of our development 
plan. 


[Question] Are the department's political authorities aware of the extent 
of this problem? 


[Answer] The right has been in power in Reunion for a generation. At the 
outset, it had the resources to plan for the development of the situation. 

It had all the figures on the population progression. Year after year, these 
figures were accurate ones that enabled it to determine all the problems 

that issued from it: Schooling, housing, professional training, and employment. 
For 25 years, the right has answered our criticisms, our argumentation, and 

our accusations only with diversions and lies about separatism, independence, 
and so on. It has let the situation go bad, hanging on to palliatives: Emigra- 
tion and the publicity made about all its foredoomed programs (tea, fishing, 
tourism, pyrethrum...). Out of all the right's blunders, mistakes, and deprav- 
ities (the strangling of freedoms, electoral fraud...), the biggest, by far, 

has been its lack of foresight, its irresponsibility vis-a-vis the increase 

in dangers, and its effort to chloroform public opinion in order to better 
deceive it, in a word, its lack of competence to face the responsibilities 

in such a situation. 
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[Question] In every election, the right has always promised to give jobs 
in order to get Reunion votes. Does the PCR [Reunion Communist Party] promise 
jobs for everybody as soon as the left is in power in the single assembly? 


[Answer] The Reunion Communist Party, just by its criticism of the right 
and the legacy that it is leaving us, is showing that the truth has to be 
told and that public opinion has to be informed of the seriousness of the 
situation which is very important to the country's whole future. 


The meaning of responsibilities requires that public opinion be informed 
untiringly and that people be told the truth. This is the primary condition 
for a democracy. In such a situation, to promise everybody jobs all the 
time is shameful demagogy, which we leave to the Right. Only the truth can 
enable the people of Reunion to become aware of this situation and make them 
responsible for facing it. 


The political courage of today and simple political honesty require that 

people treat the citizens of Reunion as adults and not as political welfare 
recipients. To tell them the truth is to trust their courage and their capacity 
to be the actors in their history. 


This is the bet that the Reunion Communist Party is making on the people 


today and on its young people for the coming generation. Because it will 
take a generation to correct the situation. 
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SENEGAL 


JOINT CANADIAN-SENEGALESE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 7 Oct 82 p 3 


[Excerpts] The Honorable Charles Lapointe, Canadian minister of state for 
external relations, made an official visit to Senegal from 2 to 7 October 

1982. He was accompanied by a large delegation. He was also accompanied by 
about 20 businessmen, who benefited from their visit to Senegal by strengthening 
their contacts with Senegalese businessmen, with a view to increasing joint 
trade and investment. Visits to the industrial free-trade zone and to the 
Chamber of Commerce were part of the program. 


In the course of his visit the Canadian minister of state for external 
relations was received by President Abdou Diouf and Prime Minister Habib 
Thiam. During the call on the Senegalese chief of state, Charles Lapointe 
transmitted to him a personal message of friendship from the Canadian prime 
minister. At the same time Lapointe transmitted an invitation to President 
Abdou Diouf to visit Canada.This invitation was accepted with pleasure, and 
the date of the visit will be arranged through diplomatic channels. 


In addition he held meetings with Moustapha Niass, minister of state for 
foreign affairs, before being received by Daouda Sow, minister of the armed 
forces; Ousmane Seck, minister of economy and finance; Mamadou Toure, 
minister of planning and cooperation; and Sheikh Hamidou Kane, minister of 
industrial development and handicrafts. 


Fishing Cooperatives 


The Canadian minister of state for external relations also visited Joal 

where he presided over the official delivery of the keys of the fisheries 

center to the secretary of state under the minister of rural development, 

Robert Sagna, who is in charge of ocean fisheries. The latter in turn 

delivered thsee keys to the president of the Union of Members of Fisheries 
Cooperatives. In Joal the Canadian minister of state ended his tour of the 
city with a visit to the women's cooperative for the processing of handi- 

craft items and, in the name of the Canadian government, made a contribution 

to the development of this project. 


During Lapointe's visit the Canadian and Senegalese delegations had several 
working meetings, in the course of which all questions regarding cooperation 
between Canada and Senegal were examined in a friendly spirit. 
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The two delegations were pleased at the particularly positive character of 
this cooperation and underlined the desire of the Canadian and Senegalese 
governments, respectively, to work toward the consolidation and expansion of 
such cooperation. In this regard the Senegalese side took the occasion to 
praise the effectiveness of Canada's contribution to the application of the 
economic and social development policy of Senegal, in the areas covered by 
bilateral Canadian-Senegalese cooperation. 


In this spirit the official visit of Minister Charles Lapointe was particular- 
ly marked by the signature, on behalf of Canada and Senegal and through 
PETROSEN [Senegalese Petroleum Company] and PETRO CANADA INTERNATIONAL, of 

a major agreement on cooperation in prospecting for hydrocarbon fuels. In 
addition a second agreement on the provision of food assistance to Senegal 

was signed. 


The official visit of Minister Charles Lapointe also allowed the Canadian 

and Senegalese delegations to engage in fruitful discussions which led to 

an agreement in principle on the resumption of fishing activities at Djifere. 
The immediate objective sought by the two governments was to permit the Union 
of Fisheries Cooperatives at Sine-Saloum to take a more active role in the 
operations of the fish products processing plant at Djifere and to resume 
over the next few months factory operations for freezing fish. Other actions 
aimed at favoring handicraft production, for the benefit of the local 
population, and fishing activity along with coast near Sine Saloum were also 
the object of active study and discussion. 


Trade 


The two delegations noted with a great deal of satisfaction the dynamism which 
characterizes trade between Canada and Senegal, in the fisheries field. The 
Senegalese side took the occasion to welcome the leading role which Canada 

has always played in the achievement of the objectives of the Senegalese 
government in the fisheries field. In this regard Minister Charles Lapointe 
confirmed that this sector would continue to have a high priority in the 
Canadian aid program to Senegal and that this assistance was destined to 
increase in size. 


In addition the two delegations expressed the desire of their respective 
governments to see the level of trade between Canada and Senegal continue 
to grow. 


The Canadian and Senegalese delegations furthermore reviewed the principal 
international problems affecting their two countries. In this sense the 
Canadian side welcomed the birth of the Confederation of Senegambia, thanks 
to the farseeing vision of Presidents Abdou Diouf and Sir Dawda Kairaba 
Jawara. 
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Apartheid 


In the same framework the two delegations emphasized the importance Canada 
and Senegal attached to having respect for the Charter of the United Nations, 
with a view to supporting the preservation of world peace and security. In 
this connection they strongly deplored the existence of centers of tension 

in several regions of the world, and in the MIddle East in particular, by 
expressing their convictions that these situations of conflict should find 

a just and definitive solution through a constructive dialogue and mutual 
respect for the fundamental rights of the peoples and countries concerned. 


In the same sense they repeated the total support of their two countries to 
the protection of human rights throughout the world. Thus, the two dele- 
gations vigorously condemned the apartheid policy followed by the South 
African government. 


After closely examining the Namibian problem the Canadian and Senegalese 
delegations expressed the wish that the initiatives undertaken in this 
connection by the international community, particularly by the Contact Group 
made up of Western countries, including Canada as an active member, would 
end in results conforming with the relevant resolutions approved by the 
United Nations on this important world question. 


After reviewing international economic questions the two delegations reaffirmed 
the particular interest which the Canadian and Senegalese governments have in 
a constructive North-South dialogue, in order to lead to balanced trade 
between the developed countries and Third World countries. 


The official visit of Minister Charles Lapointe made it possible to note once 
again the excellent state of relations between Canada and Senegal. 


For the government of the Republic of Senegal: Moustapha Niass, minister of 
state for foreign affairs. 


For the government of Canada: Charles Lapointe, minister of state for 
external relations. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL SPPF CONGRESS OPENS 


Victoria NATION in English 1 Oct 82 ppl, 2 


[Text] 


THE mest effective weapons against counter — revolution are 
the simplest, the Seychelles People’s Progressive Front lead- 
er stressed yesterday as he once again told party members 
that unity and discipline were the keys to victory in building 


socialism. 


Opening the fourth annual 
Nauonal Congress of the 
SPPF in the Ma'‘son du Peu- 


ple’ late yesterday aftegnoop, . 
Mr, Alb.rt René, the Presi- 
dent Of fie Front; said despite 


the prob’ems being caused in 
the country by a lack of unity 
and disc'pline, he remained 
very confident that the people 
would ultimately triumph in 
what was proving to be a very 
hard, and sometimes bitter 
and bloody struggle. 


Mr. René noted that sinc: 
the last party Congress ‘ast 
year when he first called for 
national and party unity, the 
country had paid a price for 
not heeding his appeal. 


“| said clearly then tha‘ 
without unity we would be di- 
vided and that our enemies 
wou'd encourage division 
among us so as to destroy our 
effcrts. 


“We have now seen an éx- 


amrie of how a lack of un‘ty, 


confidk nce ae of love and 
respect for others ,have “breat- 
ly helped to retard our — 


lopment.” 


Referring to ‘the district 
meetings between the party’s 
Central Executive Committee 
and branch members that have 
been suspended to make way 
for the Congress, Mr. René 
noted that it was clear that the 
nation was troubled by cer- 
tain unity and discip'inary 
problems. 


“It is clear that it is this 
lack of discipline that allows 
our enemies to create disorder 
in our country, divide us and 
destabil'se us.” 


It was therefore vi‘al, Mr. 
René stressed, that corrective 
action be taken as quickly as 
possib’e <o implant disc'pline 
throughout the country, : from 
those in authority who abused 
their power down to the work- 
ers in general, 
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E:xplain'ng that the whole 
world was experiencing econo- 
mi2 and political ‘problems, 
the party President sad: that 
these were affect'ng Seychelles 
too, especia/ly economically. 


It was clear, Mr. René con- 
tinued, that certain foreign 
powers did not agree with 
what Seychelles was doing for 
its people and who were doing 
everything possible to destroy 
tke country’s efforts. 


“They are trying to divide 
us and weaken us so as to be 
able to control us,” the SPPF 
President warned. 


Saying that there were cer- 
tain embassies in Seychelles 
who never missed a chance to 
spread false news about the 
country overseas, Mr. René 
continued: “There are those 
foreigners who think they 
know what is good for us, 
that they have the right to tell 
us how to live, what type of 
government we should have 
and which friends we should 
choose.” 


A tributing the failure of 
last November's mercenary 
attack against Seychelles to 





the unity of the peop’e then, 
Mr. René warned that it was 
because of this that the coun- 
try’s enemies decided that for 
them to succeed they had to 
divide the Seychellois and 
make them fight among them- 
selves. 


“Yet we have a simple and 
efficient way to fight our ene- 
my — through unity and dis- 
cipline. If we are united no 
enemy can destroy us... We 
have to be vigilant... We 
have to put aside all our diffe- 
rences and concentrate on our 
struggle against those who 
want to déstroy us. 


‘“Personal'y, I have great 
confidence that we will  suc- 
ceed in our struggle. I have 
confidence in the people as a 
whole, and above all, confi- 
dence ‘n our youth. We should 
a'l be prepared to make even 
greater sacrifices, but we will 
succeed — and we will suc- 
ceed because what we are 
I-okine for in our s‘ruggle is 
just, right and human. 


“No-one will be able to9 
stand in our way.” 





After the short (10 minutes) but clear and concise speech, the Congress ad- 
journed to today when the debates on the problems affecting the Seychellois 
socialist revolution, and on proposals, resolutions and motions put forward 
by both the branches and the CEC will start. 


The Congress, the supreme policy-making body in the country, is expected to 
end on Saturday when President Rene will sum-up the discussions and results 
of the two days of debate. 


Some 150 party delegates and observers, led by the party CEC who sit on a 
raised podium flanking Mr. Rene, are taking part in the Congress. They come 
from the 23 SPPF branches on Mahe, Praslin and La Digue, the National Workers 
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Union, the Seychelles Women's Association, the Seychelles People's Defence 
Forces and the National Youth Movements. 


The Congress debates will be behind closed doors with resolutions and motions 
passed being made public afterwards. 
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SEYCHELLES 


COOPERATION WITH JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION HAILED 


Victoria NATION in English 27 Sep 82 p 2 


[Text] FOUR projects in the fields 
of health, culture, education 
and tourism have been finalis- 
ed by iwo leading officials of 
the Japanese branch of the 
Seychelles-Japanese Friend 
ship Association who left for 
home last Saturday evening. 


Professor Takesato Wata- 
nabe, Secretary-General of 
the Japanese branch, and 
Mr. Masaru Monzen also had 
a 40-minute meeting with Pre 
sident Albert René earlier 
last week. 

The Association will send 
10 groups of Japanese tour- 
ists to Seychelles between 
December and March and wiil 
publish a tourist book on 
Seychelles in Japanese. 


In a joint venture with the 
Seychelles Government, a Ja- 
panese restaurant will be 
opened in Seychelles using, 
as much as possible, local 
fish and vegetables. 


The Associaiion will also 
help in providing sports faci- 
lities for Seychellois youth. 


CSO: 3400/46 
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Looking at relations be 
tween the two countries Pro- 
fessor Watanabe said he did 
not think that Seychelles’ 
support for an ultimate ban 
on whaling would have any 
bad effects. 


The Japanese were well 
aware, he said, that the three 
years given them, on Sey- 
chelies’ initiative, to wind up 
their whaling operation were 
better than an immediate ban. 

However, the Professor 
continued, grossly distorted 
accounts of Seychelles’ Au- 
gust 17 security problems in 
ihe Japanese press had shak- 
en some of the Japanese 
tourism industry's confidence 
in Seychelles. 

Still, the Association was 
confident that this would socn 
be put right as the tourism in- 
dustry was awaiting a factual 
repori on the situation in - 
Seychelles from Professor 
Watanabe and Mr. Monzen. 

‘What happened here could 
happen anywhere else,’ the 
Professor said. 











SIERRA LEONE 


YOUTH LEAGUE DELEGATION BACK FROM USSR 
Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 27 Sep 82 p 2 
[Article by Wurie Jalloh] 


[Text] MR. Yusuf Sankoh, leader of Sierra Leone's Youth League delegation to 
the USSR told journalists in Moscow that their visit was a complete success 
shorty before taking off for home last week. 


The President of the National Youth League, Mr. Sankoh emphasised the long- 
standing and very cordial relationship between the Soviet and Sierra Leonean 
youths. 


The Sierra Leone delegation, guests of the Committee for Soviet Youths, and 
comprising Mr. Yusuf Sankoh, Mr. Sheku Dumbuya Acting General Secretary of the 
Youth League and Alhaji Bun Mansaray, Chairman of the Pioneer Organisation and 
the Parliamentary Special Assistant, Ministry of Transport and Communications 
familiarised themselves with the experience of work of the Soviet Youths. 


Said Mr. Sankoh "We met the workers of the Central Committee, talked to young 
pioneers’ leaders and visited centres of higher learning all in a warm and 
friendly atmosphere." 


Referring to bi-lateral co-operation between the youths of the two countries, 
Mr. Yusuf Sankoh emphasized the usefulness of Soviet scholarships: "They en- 


able our organisation to send boys and girls to study at Soviet higher educa- 
tional establishments, for which our government and people are grateful." 


CSO: 3400/46 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MP WARNS FAR RIGHT ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL DISASTER 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 29 Aug 82 p 25 


[Article by Roelf Meyer, Nationalist Party MP for Johannesburg-West: "It Is 
Not a Cheap Passport" ] 


[Text] Several factors are affecting the task of governing South Africa. These 
include the diversity of cultural and national groups, the differences in 
economic capacities between the various sections of the population and the var- 
ious parts of the country, the world's condemnation of South Africa's political 
order, the geographic union with Africa and the cultural md economic ties of 

the whites with the West as well as the Russian drive for the extension of 
Soviet power in southern Africa and the consequent changes in the governments 

of our neighboring countries. 


As a result, South Africa finds itself in a period of change. This is being 
expressed in such things as the requirement for constitutional reform. Consti- 
tutional reform can take place in two ways: either through a violent, revolu- 
tionary overthrow of the existing order or through a process of development 

in which stability, order and peace are maintained. 


If nothing is done to bring into being this second method and to guide this 
change, then the first method, namely violent change, will be next. 


The question therefore is not how change can be avoided but how it can be man- 
aged so that it will lead to positive results. In order to be successful, 
change must result in a clear reduction in the number and scope of the problems. 
It must be beneficial to every group of the population and it must be a process 
in which all groups participate. (If only the whites are willing to accept 
change and there is a lack of collaboration among other groups, this will lead 
to resistance on the part of the whites and consequently to new tensions.) 


Because of the uncertainty of what change can entail, people are apprehensive. 
This is causing the whites to react against change and to opt for the status 
quo. This sit-and-wait attitude can only hurt the whites, because they will 
lose the initiative, and change will then be dictated by the other extreme: 
the militants and the radicals, ) 
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There is another kind of fear: that the threat is too great and not enough can 
be done in time to counter it. Overemphasizing this kind of fear can lead to 
a complete give-away approach and the consequent capitulation of the white pop- 
ulation. 


A sensible government must take into account both understandable fears but should 
not be running away with the one or the other. At the same time it must take 

the initiative to bring about change and to manage it so that the just rights 

of the whites are not thrown overboard. It must, for example, take the lead in 
constitutional reforms in order to ensure an evolutionary, not revolutionary, 
process. If it sits and waits, what hope is there for assuming the leading 

role? 





By going ahead with vision and daring (and risk), the Afrikaner and the white 
man will be proving their greatness and leadership. In this respect Mr P.W. 
Botha is proving his statemanship by assuming the leadership. This is not a 
matter of short-term political advantage; he is serving the actual interest of 
the whites and of every other group. 


It is easy to exploit fear of change. This fear goes hand in hand with deep 
emotions. Exactly in this connection the rightist parties are playing a censur- 
able role. If, for example, we note the statements made at the Conservative 
Party's congress a few weeks ago and the manner in which this party conducted 
its campaign in the Germiston District, no other conclusion can be drawn; the 
fears of the whites are purposely and opportunistically being exploited for their 
momentary political advantage. Such actions are irresponsible and an injustice 
toward the whites. 


One fails to understand why people who recently rejected rightist emotional 
attacks against the Nationalist Party are now siding with them. The denunciation 
ran as follows: 


"You are not right, because you are spreading poison against the Nationalist 
Party and its leaders; for then all you have is a slanderous tongue. 


"You are not right for saying that the government is doing everything only for 
black people, for then you are a liar. 


"You are wrong if you promote only the interests of the Afrikaners and whites, 
for then you are selfish, shortsighted and a danger to interracial relations. 
This is in conflict with the spirit of Christianity. 


"If you render yourself guilty of radicalism and of fomenting racial hate, you 
do wrong, but then you do a disservice to your own people and to our country." 


This was Dr A.P. Treurnicht on 3 November 1981 at the Transvaal congress. 
Strangely enough these were the sort of appeals with which the voters in the 
Germiston District were greeted on election day by the Conservative Party. There 


was quite a competition between this party and the Reconstituted Nationalist 
Party as to which could make the highest bid for Afrikaner and white feelings 
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against people of color. Such actions are an indication of "disservice to your 
own nation" and "danger to interracial relations." 


In the speech of November 1981 Dr Treurnicht referred to a certain newspaper 
headline about the congress, which read "Dr No's Congress will grill (P.W.) 
Botha." He said, "I do not know of such a congress," little knowing that some- 
thing of this sort would be taking place a few months later. The screaming 
attacks against the prime minister earlier this month at the Conservative 

Party congress sounded like reverberations of an old pent-up hate. This has 
led people to conclude that there would be only one far-right party in the 
future with a Reconstituted Nationalist Party character, whatever its name. 


With respect to the heart of our people, all of us probably have a conservative 
outlet. If we leave this matter to the heart, prejudices with respect to color 
would easily take over, but understanding tells us something different. The 
realities of our society and the implications of the policy that we ourselves 
have created determine that we cannot deal only on the basis of emotions. For 
example, for 20 years and at great expense we arranged and set up the coloreds 
into more than 200 communities over the entire country in order to support 
separateness and intercommunity. This cannot now be undone by the creation of 
a heartland (homeland) in the Western Cape and by dislocating these communities 
again. The answer is clear: give substance to the reality of their own organ- 
ization at a central government level. In other words, give them corresponsi- 
bility with regard to common matters in Parliament and self-determination with 
regard to separate matters in their own chambers of this Parliament. 


Even our Christian beliefs tell us otherwise. We profess the Christian national 
way of life and world outlook. This means that our nationalism is a qualified 
one in our Protestant-Christian inheritance. This presumes a Christian way of 
living and acting, in our political actions as well. The survival of a 
Christian civilization is the greatest ideal for which we can strive. This 
provides the best guarantee and security for our survival as Afrikaners and 

for every other group in the country. 


This also assures substance to our existence in the face of absolutism of 
national thoughts. If you dedicate yourself to the continued existence of a 
people, this becomes a case of self-advantage, selfishness and self-conceit. 

We must guard against maintaining semblance of justness while bearing selfishness 
and meanness in our innermost selves. 


Afrikaner identity and the claim to continued existence are not a cheap passport. 
The prerequisite is the recognition of God as the ruler over myself and over 
all the people. 
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REVISION OF DETENTION SYSTEM URGED 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 4 Oct 82 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


THERE is no subject that rouses more emo- 
tion than the question of the treatmént of 
detainees. 

There have been cases of physical and psychol- 
ogical torture of detainees by some interro- 
gators. 

Records show at least 48 people have died in 
detention. 

Some cases, like that of Steve Biko and the 
present one concerning Dr Neil Aggett, have 
aroused worldwide attention. 

It would be easy to dismiss all allegations con- 
cerning detainees as lies. 

Or, as the Minister of Law and Order, Mr Le 
Grange, said this weekend, in response to 
charges made by the Detainees’ Paresits Sup- 
port Committee, as “sensational” publicity- 
seeking. 

But there is enough evidence that some detai- 
nees have on occasion been tortured or ill- 
treated. 

And even if one police interrogator steps out 
of line, if even one detainee is subjected to 
unacceptable forms of questioning, that is 
one case too many. 

The root cause of the problem is that there is 
an undeclared war against subversion and 
terrorism, a continuing war, and since the 
days when Mr Vorster was Minister of Jus- 
tice, the security forces have relentlessly 
fought the battle using security and anti-terrorism 
laws that deny detained people the protec- 
tion of the courts. 

One hesitates to say that all people who are 
caught in the security net are suspects. Some 
are people who may have information that 
could be of assistance to the police. Others 
may be held, at times of unrest, in preventive 
detention. 
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Still others may be completely innocent of any 
involvement in subversive activities, or may 
be: wrongly suspected of having information 
of value to the police. 

Maity others are up to their necks in subver- 
sion and terrorism, having been trained eith- 
er in Moscow aid East Germany or in States 
adjoining South Africa. 

They are men who are, indeed, a menace not 
just to the State but to the innocent people 
who might be around when they make their 
terrorist attacks with guns or bombs. 

Nevertheless, it is still for the courts to decide 
whether any man arrested in terms of the 
security and anti-terrorism laws is guilty of an 
off ence. 

We do not, thank goodness, emulate neigh- 
bouring Marxist States where accused are 
tortured in secret, where there are no public 
Ouicries against this kind of gross ill-treat- 
ment, and where accused are either executed 





if found prilty by | unaleor: 
sent for “te-educatior, another 
narne for State-imposed brutality. 


The Government and security forces do ob- 
serve the normal procedures of justice once 
an i.ccused is brought to trial. 

It is in that grey period between detention and 
rek'ase, or detention and prosecution, that 
thee is no observance of normal legal pro- 
cedures, when a detainee has no recourse to 
the courts, may not see his own lawyers and 


‘3400/47 





56 


doctors, and may be ill-treated despite such 
safeguards as the Government from time to 
time is prepared to introduce. 

There has been enough evidence over the 
years to substantiate that detainees, . from 
time to time, have been ill-treated, as well as 
enough deaths in detention to confirm that 
al! is not well under the system. 

The Detainees’ Parents S Committee 
has now submitted 70 statements coth- 
plaining that their children were tortured in 
detention. — 

The Minister has deplored the procedure fol- 
lowed by the committee, accusing it of seek- 
ing sensational publicity based on unsigned 
allegations. 

Perhaps the people who made the affidavits 
were fearful of giving their names, but the 
absence of names does not necessarily invali- 
date the allegations. 

The legal profession has given the Govern- 
ment good advice on what to do to protect 
the detainee (and at the same time to remove 
public anxiety over what is happening). 

If that advjge is followed, there should be no 
further grounds for concern about the treat- 
ment of detainees. 

The answer is not to defend the system at all 
costs, but to revise it finally to give detainees 
the fullest protection so that none can be 


_ his interrogators, or be able to 
ar oS sae Peeeee Tost) tke 
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Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 5 Oct 82 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] IT IS with a measure of smusemeit, . 





Department of Co-operation ond 
Development, who allowed that. 
blacks were “suspicious” about 
ownership of private property. om 
Before we take another look at 
this most interesting and rather 
original statement, Jet ys mention 
some of the ether controversial 


things Mr Mills is reported to have 
said. : 


He is reported to have urged a 
committee set up to improve the 
pass laws to prevent large numbers 
of blacks from to “white” 


areas — because would affend 
white voters. 


He is further reported to lave 
said that the Group Areas Act was 
sarshlt anuaraae tooth 
desirable Ce f coming to. 
“white” reek measures 


ieee. 
suggestions that biecks who have 
werked “temporarily” in cities for 
five years should be allowed to live 
in them pernianeéntly, as this would 
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grant permanen( city rights to a 
“very great number of black peo- 


Orderly Movement and Settlement 


ways of the East than those of the 
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BRIEFS 


WHEAT FOR EXPORT--The South African Wheat Board hopes to export some 250,000 
ton in the 1982/83 season, beginnng October 1, board Manager Denis van Aarde 
says. He says 60 000 ton has already been sold to traders for unknown destin- 
ations, to be shipped December to February, and a further quantity, probably 
around 120 000 tons, is now being negotiated. The 250 000 tons represents a 
likely minimum, but has been reduced from 500 000 tons hoped for originally 

as drought persists in major wheat-growing areas. Van Aarde said a more def- 
inite idea of the export surplus would be available around the turn of the 
year once harvesting was well under way in the major wheat-growing province of 
Orange Free State. The 1982/83 surplus contrasts with the previous two sea- 
sons when South Africa imported a total of about 390 000 tons to satisfy local 
demand. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 4 Oct 82 p 23] 





FOUNDRY OUTPUT--THE results of South Africa's 1981 foundry output must be 
viewed against the slowing tempo of economic activity which characterised the 
metal and engineering industries during the year, says the Steel and Engin- 
eering Industries Federation of South Africa (Seifsa). In its annual report, 
Seifsa said however, production levels continued satisfactory until the third 
quarter, when a softening demand by major end-users and a drop in exports 
caused a fall-off in capacity utilisation. It noted that lessening demand 
was particularly marked in ingot moulds production, which fell to 96 700 tons 
for a 14,4 percent drop from 1981. Nevertheless, Siefsa said, steel castings, 
types of iron castings and non-ferrous metal castings output rose by 2,6 per- 
cent. Total South African foundry output for the year, including ingot moulds, 
was 677 050 tons reflecting a marginal fall of 0,2 percent over last year. 
Given the start of the economic downturn from August, Seifsa added, 1982's 
output compares reasonably well with the country's best production of 736 750 
tons in 1976. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 p 25] 


TUCSA WAGE DEAL--TWO unions affiliated to the more than 100 000-strong Trade 
Union Council of South Africa (Tucsa) have negotiated new wage agreements for 
garment workers in the Orange Free State and northern Cape. According to a 
spokesman for the unions--the Garment Workers’ Union of SA and the National 
Union of Commercial Workers--the new wage agreements, which start in October, 
are "a great improvement on previous ones in many respects". Major changes 
include: --three general increases in all wages in October 1982, May 1983 and 
November 1983. --an 18-month agreement. Previous agreements were for two 
years. This means wages can be updated again in a shorter period. --large 
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percentage increases in most minimum starting-wage rates (as high as 47% in 
some cases). --women will now receive the same minimum wages as men. --Heroes' 
Day (October 19) is now a paid public holiday. --Provident Fund contributions 
have been raised to 255% of basic wages. Firms must also pay the same amount. 
--medical benefits have been improved. Meanwhile, a new agreement has been 
reached in the Transvaal chemical industry, which gives workers an effective 
increase of 50 percent. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 7 Oct 82 p 2] 


CAR INDUSTRY JOBS--ALFA Romeo South Africa has signed a R20-million agreement 
to manufacture the Daihatsu Charade in South Africa from late next year. Pro- 
duction will begin at Brits Engineering Industries in September or October 1983 
and will create at least another 1 000 jobs. Alfa Romeo will manufacture a 
completely new design of the model which has still to be announced in Japan. 
The agreement was signed by Mr Sakae Ohara, chairman of the Daihatsu Motor 
Company of Japan, and Dr Vito Bianco, managing director of Alfa Romeo South 
Africa. Mr Bianco pointed out that the Charade will pioneer a new market in 
this country, that of the less expensive hatchback saloon where the versatility 
of the fold-down rear seat is maintained and that the car will be priced signif- 
icantly lower than existing models in this market. Dr Bianco told The Citizen: 
"We were looking for a car that would maximise our production capacity at our 
manufacturing facility,'' adding that the Charade would complement their range 
as opposed to competing with existing Alfa Romeos and Fiats. It should also 
increase their volume significantly. Moreover, the Charade will not be in 
competition with any existing model in this country. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 9] 


CHINESE RIFT--THE election of Mr Ken Winchiu to the President's Council has 
been met with disapproval by a large section of the Chinese community. Dis- 
closing this yesterday, Mr Rodney Man, chairman of the Transvaal Chinese Asso- 
ciation, said he and many others felt that the appointment did not reflect a 
popular choice. "When the question of a Chinese representative on the council 
arose, we asked members of thé community if they had been approached by the 
Government. All replied that they had not, but by this time we felt that Mr 
Winchiu's appointment was a foregone conclusion." Mr Man said the community 
was not opposed to representation on the council. There had been a great deal 
of discussion about it and the concensus was that, if the community had been 
given the choice, there might have been a different person chosen. “Mr Winchiu 
has now been virtually ostracised from the community as he is not regarded as 
representative of it," he said. Mr Winchiu commented: "My appointment was 
made by the Government. I did not go to the leectorate and canvas votes. "I 
informed the community within 48 hours of my being approached. When I told 
them I was interested in the position, they said I should make my own decision." 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 9] 


BORDER. DISPUTE TALKS--EAST LONDON--The Government is negotiating with the 
KwaZulu Government in order to appoint a commission to investigate the Ing- 
wavuma land deal, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said yester- 
day. Speaking in East London at the Cape congress of the National Party, Mr 
Botha said there had been uncertainty about the borders of this area for nearly 
100 years. "Over the decades, there have been conflicting claims about who the 
area belongs to." Mr Botha denied that the South African Government had been 











involved in underhand negotiations or actions concerning Ingwavuma. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 4] 


STRICTER INFLUX CONTROL--EAST LONDON--The Government was working towards 
stricter implementation of influx control laws particularly in the Western 
Cape, the Minister of Co-operation and Development, Dr Piet Koornhof, said 
yesterday. Addressing the Cape Congress of the National Party, Dr Koornhof 
said the most effective way of combating an influx of Black work-seekers to 
White areas was to supply jobs in Black areas. "Development must be stimu- 
lated in the Black areas. We cannot allow unlawfulness and a complete strategy 
has been worked out to combat this. But is is imperative that employers co- 
operate. If they do not, no plan can work." Referring to reports of strife 

in his department, Dr Koornhof said they were the result of a lack of knowledge 
regarding legal procedure. The aim of the law is to create a better dispensa- 
tion for Blacks and I work towards this myself. A lot of false reports have 
been sent into the world. My department is being rationalised and announcements 
will be made shortly in this connection. The Deputy Minister of Co-operationa 
and Development, Dr G de V Morrison, said influx control was not a simple issue, 
particularly in the Western Cape. The solution did not lie in the Peninsula, 
but in Ciskei and Transkei, he said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 7 Oct 82 p 4] 


SUBSIDY FOR COTTON FARMERS--WHILE resisting demands for import control on 
cotton goods from the Far East, the Government is to subsidise cotton produc- 
tion. In a statement issued in Pretoria yesterday, the Ministers of Finance 
and Agriculture said the price of South African cotton had not been increased 
since 1979. Production had shrunk from 325 000 bales in 1980 to only 195 000 
in 1982. Textile mills needed 340 000 bales and 145 000 bales would have to 
be imported. The Government had accordingly decided to pay cotton producers 

a subsidy of R5,5-million. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 


p 25] 


SADF FILM PROBE--CAPE TOWN--The Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendingkerk is to 
investigate a South African Defence Force training film which is said to have 
accused the Church's assessor, Dr Allan B sak, of being part of the "total on- 
slaught" against South Arica. In another motion, the Sendingkerk has voted to 
investigate the involvement of its ministers in the SADF as military chaplains. 
Delegates were told that the film, entitled, "Why in South West?", had been 
shown to national servicemen and to clerics beginning their national service. 
Proposing a motion that the Church's Moderature should urgently investigate the 
screening of the film, the Rev Dirk Marais of Montagu said “numerous sources" 
in the SADF had told him about the contents. The film was said to have shown 
Dr Boesak--who is also president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches-- 
saying: "Reconciliation comes through confrontation." Then, against a back- 
drop of falling bombs, in bold letters: "Confrontation" was flashed on the 
screen. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Oct 82 p 8] 


NGK MINISTER QUITS--CAPE TOWN--A White Minister, who quit the Ned Geref Kerk 
to join the Sendingkerk, told the Sendingkerk synod that the NGK saw apartheid, 
and not the gospel, as the “good news" of God. The Reverend Johan Retief, of 
Stellenbosch, speaking in support of the motion declaring apartheid to be 
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heretical and idolatrous, said he was born into the NGK, baptised by it and 
received his theological training in the NGK. "Apartheid is a gospel to the 
Whites because for them it is the "Good News." "The NGK has so radically 
changed the heart of the gospel that I could no longer believe in the God 
which the NGK was proclaiming," Mr Retief said. "Last year, I ended my member- 
ship. I feel that I did not come to you in vain. I knew the Sendingkerk had 
its faults, but here there is an attempt to confess the Gospel and live by it. 
I am proud to be part of a gathering which decides that apartheid is not only 
sinful in that it is based on irreconciliation, but also in conflict with the 
gospel." Mr Retief said the heresy decision was "the end of a road and the 
beginning of a new road." [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 
p 11) 


WHITE 'HERETICS'--CAPE TOWN--A commission of the Sendingkerk is considering 
the position of 15 White Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk ministers serving in 
the Sendingkerk in the light of a synod decision that the NGK is “heretical". 
The Sendingkerk synod referred to its legal commission a request for clarifi- 
cation of their position by one of the NGK ministers, the Reverend G V Ehlers, 
of Port Elizabeth. He asked whether he would be allowed to continue to min- 
ister to his congregation, whether he could continue to represent the congre- 
gation at the synod and what his position was at the communion table. Mr 
Ehlers said he asked these questions in view of synod decisions that the NGK 
was guilty of "theological heresy and idolatry", which meant that all members 
ofthe NGK as well as its ministers were accused of heresy and idolatry. The 
Moderator, the Reverend Izak Mentor, said the status quo would remain pending 
the commission's report to the synod. All ministers serving in the Sendingkerk 
would be welcome at Sunday night's communion service. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 p 11] 


PE DOCK DISPUTE--PORT ELIZABETH--The general secretary of the International 
Transport Workers' Federation, Mr Harold Lewis, has applied to a South African 
Transport Services committee of inquiry to give oral evidence on the Port 
Elizabeth dock dispute. The dispute arose after the union attempted for nearly 
a year to hold discussions with SATS on the working conditions of Port Eliza- 
beth dockers. More than 400 of the workers were fired after a go-slow last 
month in an attempt to force SATS to meet GWU representatives. The union has 
presented written evidence to a committee set up by the Department of Transport 
Affairs to investigate the SATS. In a telex yesterday, the ITF said it had 
submitted evidence to the committee on September 30. Now Mr Lewis had told 
SATS he would like to give “oral evidence" and has asked the Transport Ser- 
vices to suggest dates on which this could be done. Mr Lewis's personal as- 
sistant, Miss Andrea Earney, said the ITF's written representation to the 
committee was based largely on a letter the federation and sent to the direc- 
tor-general of SATS, Dr J G H Loubser, in June. The letter said if workers 
had no faith in the willingness or ability of their representatives they should 
"put their case and stand up for their interests". [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 7 Oct 82 p 11] 


TAIPEI VISIT--TAIPEI--Three South African officials and their wives arrived in 
Taipei yesterday to attend the double ten mational day celebrations. The 
three dignitaries are the Mayor of Johannesburg, Mr Danie van Zyl, Mr Gene 
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Louw, Administrator of Cape Province, and Mr D G Grobler, chief director of 
Foreign Information in Pretoria. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
7 Oct 82 p 11] 


OIL FIND--SIGNIFICANT quantities of oil have been discovered about 136 nautical 
miles south-west of Mossel Bay. The announcement of the find was made by the 
Minister of Energy Affairs, Mr Piet du Plessis, at the East London conference 
of the National Party, and by Soekor in Johannesburg. After a telephone mes- 
sage from the chairman of Soekoer, Mr D P de Villiers, Mr Du Plessis said Soe- 
kor had announced that its E/G 2 borehole had produced oil over the entire 
thickness of a sandbank. "This sandbank stretches from 3 297 to 3 562 metres 
below sea-level," Mr Du Plessis said. This is the first real oil find in 

South African territorial waters as opposed to light oil previously produced 
from gas concentrate. Mr Du Plessis said the flowrate was not economical and 
the importance of the find would depend on results obtained from further wells 
to be drilled in the vicinity of E/G 2. A Soekor spokesman said the hole 
would be plugged for the time being while drilling continued. "A total length 
of 85 metres of the most promising of the intersection was tesed and the best . 
flow of oil was 900 barrels a day and 3,2 million feet? gas a day. This in- 
dicates that the gas/oil relation is 3 555 cubic feet? of gas per barrel of 

oil or 633 m3 of gas per m3 of oil. The oil is of good quality--light oil with 
a density of 50 degrees API or specific gravity of 0,78," Mr Du Plessis said. 
The gas comprised about 70 percent methane. The remainder was carbo-hydrate 
gasses, he added. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Oct 82 p 1] 


PAY DISPUTE SETTLED--THE Mine Surface Officials Association and Chamber of 
Mines have resolved their dispute on pay increases. A joint statement re- 
leased by the two organisations yesterday said the dispute, declared by the 
MSOA after the Chamber-refused to back-date annual increases to June, had been 
resolved by awarding MSOA members bonuses. "It has now been agreed that a 
bonus equal to half a month's increase will be paid to those members of the 
association who were in employment on a member mine of the Chamber in June and 
received a salary increase with effect from July," the statement said. The 
dispute was announced by MSOA on October 13. The association had objected to 
the fact that its compulsory members received increases from July, whereas 
members of other mine officials’ bodies had received theirs from June. [Text 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 p 1] 
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ZIMBABWE 


LITTLE OR NO '82 ECONOMIC GROWTH EXPECTED, WARNS RESERVE BANK 


Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 24 Sep 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


A lower yw pe Pn pow —— 
sion than that 

and 1981 S festaal bp the teoree 
Bank of Zimbabwe in its latest 
quarterly review — and the present 
difficult balance of payments 
situation will continue. 

The bank also forecasts that 
agricultural production will decline 
as a result of last season's drought 
and there will be little, if any, 
growth in industrial output. 
Overall export growth is expected 
to be only moderate, despite an 
improvement in the country’s 
transport system, due to the 
continued effect of the word 
recession on the demand for, and 
prices of, primary commodities. 

The bank warns that while it was 
possible in 1981 to finance both the 
balance of payments deficit and 
the Government’s budget deficit, 
by external borrowing, this cannot 
be continued. 

In future, the bank states, the 
balance of payments deficit will 
have to be contained through in- 
creased export earnings of 
investment capital in-flows. The 
Government deficit will have to be 
financed to a greater extent from 
domestic resources. 

The following are the bank’s 
comments on_ the _ principal 
economic sector performances: 


Declining 
output 


During the first two months of 
1982, the total value of mineral 
production was the same as that of 
a year ago ($60 million), although 
the level of output was consider- 
ably lower. Individual minerals 
followed divergent icends, with 
gold and copper being particularly 
badly affected by falling prices, 
resulting in a fall in production of 
18% in the case of the former and 
22% in the latter. By contrast, a 


number of other important min- 
erals showed increased production 
levels during the period under re- 
view. The most significant increas- 
es were recorded by tin (+ 66%); 

coal (+ 23,6%); chrome (+ 

13,8%); asbestos (+ 11,3%) and 
nickel (+ 6,8%). 

If production during the first 
two months of 1982 is compared 
with the last two months of 1981, 
however, a considerably more. 
pessimistic picture emerges. 
Overall production then shows a 
decline of 19,2%; reflecting a 
22,1% fall in output against a 
3,5% increase in average unit 
prices, with almost all major min- 
erals being affected. Thus, copper 
production fell 53,4%; nickel was 
down 23,7%; gold down 21,2%; 
asbestos down 14,9% and chrome 
down 13,2%. 


Slackening 
growth 


In the first two months of 1982, 
the rate of growth in the volume of 
manufacturing production was 
0,5%, compared with 10,6% dur- 
ing ag corresponding period of 


A number of major sub-sectors 
of the manufacturing sector ex- 
perienced lower output with signi- 
ficant declines occuring in drink 
and tobacco, down by 18,1% 
wood and furniture, down 17,9%; 
and clothing and footwear, down 
6,4%. The largest manufacturing 
sub-sector, metals, recorded a de- 
cline of 6,5% during the period 
compared with an increase of 
$,2% during 1981. 

Despite the lower volume of pro- 
duction noted in some sub-sectors, 
there was-a significant increase in 
Output in transport equipment, up 
28,5%; textiles, up 19,8%; food- 
stuffs, up 17,8%; paper, printing 
and publishing, up 9,6% and non- 


6h, 


metallic mineral products, up 
5,8%. 

Only marginal industrial growth 
can be expected in 1982 despite 
relatively buoyant domestic 
demand conditions. 


Growth | 
maintained 


The construction industry con- 
tinued to perform satisfactorily 
during the third quarter of 1981, 
with production growing by 40% 
over the corresponding pericd of 
1980. The value of building out- 
put rose by 56,5% and civil en- 
gineering production by 28,3% 
during this period. When contrast- 

, ed with the second quarter of 1981, 
however, the value of construction 
during the third quarter declined 
by 7,5%. This decline was wholly 
attributable to civil engineering 
production which fell by 15,8%, 
whereas the value of building out- 
put rose by 4,7% during the same 

iod ; 


period. 
' The value of work done by on 
vate contractors during the first 
eleven months of 1981 rose to 
$199,1 million an increase of 
64,3% over the same period of the 
previous year. Building activity ac- 
counted for $119 million of this - 
total and civil engineering for 
$80, 1 million. 


Drought affects 
production 


During the first quarter of 1982, 
sales of agricultural commodities 
including livestock totalled $581,1 
million, up oat ae ~~ ag 

ndin iod of 1981. Over the 
Full 1981782 crop marketing sea- 
son (April/March), crop sales 
amounted to $591,4 million com- 
pared with $374,4 million during 
the corresponding period of the 











previous year, an increase of 58%. 
While crop sales fell from $119,6 
million in the previous quarter to 
$89,! million in the first quarter, 
cattle slaughterings rose by 10,9% 
to $24,4 million. Dairy sales also 
rose a marginal 5,9% to $9,0 mil- 
lion. The increase in cattle slaugh- 
tering experienced during the quar- 
ter under reviev. is expected to con- 
tinue during tle dry months of the 


year. 

The overall volume of crop pro- 
duction for the 1981/82 season, is 
expected to be down on last sea- 
son, mainly due to an estimated 
30% fall in maize output to around 
2 million tonnes. 

Tobacco appears to be experi- 
ing a fair season. During the 
en weeks to the end of May 

1982, 21,3 million kilogrammes of 
_ tobacco had been sold at an aver- 
age price of 165 cents a kilo- 
gramme. It is estimated that 
tobacco sales could contribute 
about 30% to total crop produc- 
tion this season. 

Cotton has not had a good sea- 
son with output expected to be 
down by at least 20%. 

The estimated increases in out- 
put of livestock, soya beans and 
tobacco should offset to some ex- 
tent the losses in other crops, not- 
ably maize and cotton, but there is 
little doubt that overall agricul- 
tural output will be considerably 
lower than the record levels achiev- 
ed in the 1980/81 season. 


Slow down in 
spending 


During the fourth quarter of 
1981, the real value of retail sales 
was only 5,4% above the corres- 
ponding period of 1980. 

At current prices, however, all 
sectors recorded substantially 
higher sales auring 1981. General 
merchandise recorded the highest 
expansion rate of 50,2% while 
clothing and footwear, the motor 
trade, department stores, house- 
hold goods and food, drink and 
tobacco also recorded increases in 
the region of 30% and higher, 
compared with the previous year. 

During the fourth quarter, how- 
ever, the general rate of expansion 
in the value of retail sales was 
slightly lower than that for the year 
as a whole. 

This downward trend in the 
growth of consumer spending may 
not be maintained in 1982 given the 
substantial wage increases awarded 
to low income workers since the 
beginning of the year, although the 
slower growth in the overall level 
of employment will offset the ef- 
fects of higher wages on consumer 
demand to some extent. 
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Inflation 
fluctuation | 


The annual rate of inflation as 
measured by: the higher income 
price index for urban families was 
16,7% at the end of the first quar- 
ter of 1982, after stabilising at 
around 15% during the -fourth 
quarter of 1981. This represents a 
marginal decline from the year-on- 
year increase of 17,4% that appli- 
ed at the end of the third quarter of 
1971. Net of sales tax and excise 
daty, the annual index for higher 
income urban families had increas- 
ed by 15,5% at the end uf March. 
The latest statistics for the lower 
income price index reflect prices up 
13,8% in December 1981, com- 
pared with a year ago. The increase 
net of sales taxes and excise duty 
was 11,4%. 


Worse terms 
of trade 


Following a slight improvement 
during the carly part of the last 
quarter of 1981, from 80,0 in Sep- 
tember to 83,5 in November, the 
terms of trade worsened to 70,8 by 
the end of the year. This was attri- 
butable to a decline of 12% in 
export prices as against a 4% in- 
crease in import prices. While the 
terms of trade fluctuated some- 
what during 1981, falling to 72,3 in 
March from 75,7 in January, and 
rising to 84,4 in June before a 
further decline to 80,0 in Septem- 
ber, there was a discernible upward 
trend which culminated in an 
overall improvement of 10,4% for 
the year as a whole. 

This, however, was mainly relat- 
ed to the _~ rate gains r° vo 
Zimbabwe ar against er 
pe particularly the Rand, 
Which resulted in a marginal de- 
cline in average import prices. 
Average export prices were 9,8% 
higher in 1981 Gespite the generally 
weaker price trend. This was due 
mainly to the sharply higher price 
of tobacco and also the strength- 
ening of the US dollar, in which 
currency a large proportion of the 
country’s exports is conducted. 


Deficit 
widening 


The current account of the 
balance of payments worsened for 
the third year running, with the de- 
ficit widening from 1,8 million 






in 1980 to $439,2 ion last year 
The ing tegedwas firstly, 
and in main, tablé to 
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developments in the merchandise 
tiads account which, swung from a 
surplus of $85,4 million to a deficit 
of $57,5 million in 1981. This came 
about despite a significant im- 
provement in the terms of trade. 

Notwithstanding the serious de- 
terioration in the balance of pay- 
ments situation in 1981, the 
foreign exchange situation stabil- 
ised during the first quarter of 
1982. The gold and foreign ex- 
change reserves in fact increased by 
$2,1 million during this period 
while official net short-term bor- 
rowing increased by only $8 mil- 
lion. This improvement in the 
foreign exchange flows reflected, 
among other things, the increas- 
ed movement of exports as a result 
of the improved transportation 
situation. The gutlook, however, 
particularly as far commodity 
prices is concerned, suggests that 
the balance of payments will re- 
main under pressure at least in the 
short-term. 


Deficit 
financed from 
foreign 
borrowing 


During the third quarter of the 
1981/82 fiscal year, current re- 
venue totalled $391 ,2 million com- 
pared with $251,3 million over the 
same period of last year, an in- 
crease of $139,9 million or 55,7%. 

All items recorded increases dur- 
ing the January/March period. 
Personal income tax totatled 
Z$95,4 million, up 49,3% from 
last year, and 19,3% from the pre- 
vious quarter. Customs receipts at 
$37,1 million in the third quarter 
of 1981/82 were up over 100% and 
corporate tax at $112,5 million up 
over 80% compared with the cor- 
responding period of last year. 
Sales tax rose 57,5% over the same 
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period to $76,4 million. 

The substantially higher tax re- 
ceipts during the quarter under re- 
view, compared with the corres- 
ponding period of last year, are the 
result of increases in indirect tax 
rates on the one hand and the rapid 
rate of economic growth on the 
other. 


During the January to March 
period, Central Government ex- 
penditure amounted to $469,8 mil- 
lion, up $106,7 million or 29,4% 
over the same period of last year. 
This resulted in a deficit of $78,6 
million, compared with $111,8 mil- 
lion recorded during the same 
period last year. The deficit was 
financed largely by foreign -bor- 
rowing to the extent of $77,6 mil- 
lion while domestic stock and bond 
issues contributed $31,6 million. 

At the same time, Government 
ran down its cash balances with the 
Reserve Bank by $30,0 milion, 
although this was partly counter- 
balanced by a decline of $26,1 
million in the level of treasury bills 
outstanding. 

During the first nine months of 
the fiscal year, from July 1981 to 
March 1982, total expenditure 
amounted to $1 322,1 million and 
current receipts to $1 032,2 mil- 
lion giving rise to 2 deficit of 
$289,9 million. This should be 
compared with the anticipated full 
year gross budget deficit of $647,8 
million. 

It is apparent that substantial 
savings have been achieved and the 
actual deficit will be considerably 
lower than this latter figure. It 
should be noted, however, that 
these savings are mainly in respect 
of capital rather than current ex- 
penditure. 


Unfavourable 
balance 
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The deficit on the merchandise 
account changed from $39,3 mil- 
lion in the third quarter of last year 
to $0,2 million in the tourth quar- 
ter. This compared with a surplus 
of $85,4 million recorded during 
the whole of 1980. The value of ex- 
ports in the fourth quarter 
amounted to $280,0 million, and 
for 1981 as a whole to $1 001,9 
million, up 7,8% on the previous 
year. Pd 

During the fourth quarter last 
year imports continued to expand 
strongly, amounting to $280,2 
million, out of a total of $1 059,4 
million for 1981. This was due not 
only to higher inport allocations 
but also to the activation of new 
import credit facilities. 


Weaker and 
stronger 


The strong upward trend in the 
US dollar evident throughout the 
whole of 1981 against a back- 
ground of rising interest rates, con- 
tinued into 1982. In response, the 
Zimbabwe dollar weakened pro- 
gressively during the first_three 
months of this year. After moving 
downwards by 1,2% against the 
US dollar in January, the Zim- 
babwe dollar was adjusted down- 
wards by a further 1,8% in Febru- 
ary and overall, it depreciated by 
about 4 percentage points during 
the first quarter. 

All the other major world cur- 
rencies and particularly also the 
South African rand, came under 
pressure as foreign exchange mar- 
kets reacted to a firming US dol- 
lar. 

The Zimbabwe dollar was 
adjusted upwards against all of 
those currencies, with the largest 
movements being 5,9% against the 
Italian lira, 5,4% against the rand 
and 5,1% agains® the French 
franc. 














NATION BECOMES LARGEST COTTON PRODUCER IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 


Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 


[Text ] 


ZIMBABWE is now the largesi 
cotton producing country in Africe 
south of the Equator, and has earn. 
ed the reputation of being a world 
leader on the international market, 
the director of the Cottes Traia- 
ing Centre at Kadoma, Mr Mike 
Burgess, said this week. 

The director said cotton produc- 
tion had increased 47-fold between 
1962 and 1969, rising steadily 
from about 3600 tonnes to 
165 000 tonnes. During the 
1980/81 season, Zimbabwe pro- 
duced 205 000 tonnes of seed cot- 
ton, 35% of which was produced 
by the peasant sector, — 

“The large-scale commercial 
hectarage appears to have levelled 
out of 65 to 80 000 hectares fluc- 
tuating in response to price. Plant- 
ings in the peasant sector average 
around 60 000 hectares per year 
and involve about 50000 farm- 
ers,’’ Mr Burgess said. 

He said cotton was an export- 
oriented commodity, with 70% of 
its raw lint being sold on the inter- 
national market. Foreign currency 
earnings from cotton for the [2 
months ending October 1980 
totalled $$4,8m. 


This accounted for 7,3% of na-. 


tional domestic exports, excluding 
gold, while the processed textile 
industry earned a further $12,4m 
or 1,6% through exports in the 
same period. 

The value of cotton sales to the 
Cotton Marketing Board in 
1980/81 was over $75m, represent- 
ing 19% of the total value of all 
crops sold in the country, he said. 

The director said the success of 
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country’s major foreign currency 
earner in the agricultural sector, 
was attributed to the high stand- 
ard of cotton produced, This qua- 
lity had been achieved by a well 
disciplined industry maintaining 
high standards of research and ex- 
tension. 

He said cotton Was recognised as 
the most suitable agricultural crop 
for rural development because a 
large portion of peasant agricul- 
tural land was situated in margin- 
al rainfall areas. Cotton thrived 
under dry conditiéns where grain 
crops suffered. 

**Cotton production does not re- 
quire a high level of capital invest- 
ment to produce. Only traditional 
tillage equipment is required to 
plant the crop and no equipment 


- or facilities are required to reap or 


prepare it for the market,’’ Mr 
Burgess said. 

The cotton industry employed 
about 450 000 people, or 6,2% of 
the population, and the potential 
expansion of the industry would 
absorb a large proportion of rural 
workers and create employment 
opportunities in the industrial 
field. 

The director said cotton being 
an industrial crop could not be 


‘consumed by the producer, ensur- 


ing that it was marketed for a cash 
return. This developed peasant 
farming from a subsistence to a 
cash based economy, given flexi- 
bility of purchases, and encourag- 
ed the development of community 
and trading centres as demonstrat- 
ed in the Gokwe/Sanyati area to- 
_day, he said. 


the cotton industry, which was. Mr Burgess said stage one of the 
second only to tobacco asthe. .cowen training centre had the 
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capacity to tra'n 2 000 people a 
year and stage two of the project 
wuuld double the capacity and 
have residential facilities for 300 
people at a time. The director said 
the completion of the second stage 
depended on the release of Zim- 
cord funds. 

‘The project has been accepted 
as part of the USAID (United 
States Agency for International 
Development) programme for this 
year with a capital grant of 
Z$863 895. 

‘The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme has also accept- 
ed the centre as an important as- 
pect of rural development and has 
allocated US$500 000 to the centre 
over a three-year period,’’ he said. 

@ The Cotton Marketing Board 
is to open a new depot at Birche- 
nough Bridge, a CMB spokesman 
said. The depot will have full in- 
take and grading facilities and will 
deliver seed cotton it receives to the 
ginnery at Mutare. 

The spokesman said the depot 
site was selected after a meeting 
with Government and local council 
officials. A five-hectare piece of 
land north-west of the bridge and 
just outside the village /has been 
chosen for the depot, which will 
consist of an intake point, grading 
room, offices and staff accomo- 
dation as well as a storage area. 
The depot will employ up to 45 
people during the peak cotton in- 
take season, most of whom will be 
loca! people. 


“We hope to have the depot 
open by March 1983, when the 
coming season’s seed cotton will 
start to come in. It will be able to 
handle between $0 000 and 70 000 
kg of seed cotton a day,”’ he said. 

The depot will serve small scale 
commercial and communal 
farmers in the surrounding Buhe- 
ra, Chipinge, Mabvazuwa and 
Bikhta districts. Large scale com- 
mercial growers and Middle Sabi 
farmers will continue to send their 
seed cotton direct to Mutare, and 
the CMB will pay the cost differen- 
tial between Birchenough Bridge 
and Mutare. 

Commenting on the choice of 
location the spokesman § said: 
**Birchenough Bridge is a national 
growth point and we have sited it 
in keeping with with our policy 
that no farmer should have more 
than 60 km to go to @eliver his seed 
cotton. 

‘We hope, by siting the depot at 
Birchenough Bridge, to encourage 
production in districts around it. 
Cotton is an important cash crop 
for the communal and small scale 
commercial farmers and siting a 
depot so close means both easier 
transportation and collection of 
packs 


“This year growers in the area 
have had to buy their planting seed 
from Mutare, but after next year 
they will be able to do so from the 
Birchenough Bridge depot.”’ 
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SOARING COSTS MAY FORCE CLOSURE OF LANCASHIRE STEEL 


Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 24 Sep 82 p l 


[Text] 


Steadily rising costs and a slump in 
both the export and home markets 
for steel, combined with the price 
control on its pro@ucts, are threat- 
ening the viability of the Lance- 
shire Steel company in Kwekwe. 
The manufacturing firm is esti- 
mated to be losing more than 
$140 000 a month at present. 
These losses are likely to get worse 


as the full effects of the recent 25% 


increase in the price of ZISCO raw 
steel granted by the Government in 
July is felt. 

The increased cost of ZISCO 
raw metal cannot be passed on 
at present by Lancashire Steel to its 
customers because the prices of all 
its manufactured products are 
controlled. The company has 
applied to Government for permis- 
sion to increase prices but, 
although two officials visited the 
company several weeks ago to exa- 
mine the position, nothing further 
has been heard from the autho- 


' rities, according to spokesmen for 


Lancashire Steel. 

The company, one of the few 
prime producers. of iron and steel 
products in Zimbabwe, is a wholly 
owned ‘subsidiary of the British 
Steel Corporation. At present an 
executive of the company is in 
Britain to discuss the whole posi- 
tion with the parent organisation. 

A local director of Lancashire 
Steel in Harare this week con- 
firmed that the viability of its 
operations was being seriously 
affected and that some action 
would have to be taken soon to 
correct the adverse position. 


NO UK HELP 


“The local directors have no 
reason to believe that any financial 
assistance would be forthcoming 
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from our British Steel parent cor- 
poration in Britain,’’ said the dire- 
ctor. 

‘We have to stand or fall on our 

own in Zimbabwe. It has been for 
some time a matter of urgency that 
our operations here should be fully 
viable. 
“The position will be that if we 
cannot increase the price of Lanca- 
shire Steel products in some econo- 
mic relation to costs, we shail have 
to close down.”” 

The director confirmed that the 
company had as yet received no 
reply from the Government regar- 
ding its application for a price 
increase. 

The Lancashire Steel works 
employs about 750 workers in the 


A spokesman at the steelworks 
this week said that prices had not 
been . increased: since December 
1981 despite rising costs. Earlier 
this year the company notified an 
increase in the price of its steel wire 
products but this was later prohi- 
bited by a special Government 
notice. 

He added that the company had 
lost ‘the whole o 
soe rrmarhet in South Afrioa due 
to unfavourable currency rates, 
continuing uncertainty over the 
preferential trade agreement with 
that country and the non-competi- 
tive 25% recent increase in Zisco 
stee] prices. 

High transport costs were 
making its carriage outside Zim- 
babwe for exports almost prohibi- 
tive and few, if any, African 
countries to the north could afford 


ZIMBABWE 








CSO: 


3400/56 





the foreign currency for its impor- 
tation. 

The spokesman instanced one 
large African country.which had 
wanted to import Lancashire Stcel 
products and had asked the com- 
pany to accept payment over an 
\*‘unreal’’ period of six years. 

‘‘At present our products are 
running at a loss. We can’t go on 
like this for very much longer,’’ he 
said. 

NOT AFFECTED 

Secondary steel producers in the 
fencing and building industries are 
at present not affected by the Zisco 
price increase as they buy their re- 
quirements from Lancashire Steel 
at the ruling controlled prices for 
manufactured metal products. 

In effect, Lancashire Steel and 
the few other prime producers, are 
having to absorb the full effect of 


the 25% Zisco steel price increase. 


themselves. 

However, if and when the pri- 
mary manufacturers of wire, flats, 
are granted a prise increase for 
their products to secondary users, 
the effect will be felt on the cost of 
all metal used in the building, 
plumbing, fencing and construc- 
tion industries throughout: the 
country. 
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HUGE RISE IN NATIONAL WAGE BILL REPORTED 
Harare BUSINESS HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p l 


[Article by Des Parker] 


ZIMBABWE'S wage 
bill for 1981 was up 
33 percent on the 
previous year to 
nearly $2,4 billion 
while the workforce 
increased by only 2,8 
percent (28 300) over 
the same period. 


About $610,7 million 
went on wages in the tirst 
three months of this year 
paid to just more than one 
million employees, accord- 
ing to figures im the 
August Digest of Statis- 
tics. 


Notable features of the 
latest statistics are the 
falling numbers employed 
in agriculture and 
forestry, and domestic 
services, respectively the 
largest and third-biggest 
employment fields. 

For example, in 1981 
104 600 domestic workers 
were paid $72,2 million, 
while in 1980 $64,7 million 
was distributed among 
108 000. 


Five years ago at the 
height of the war, 120 000 
domestics together re- 
celved $51 million. 


Similarly in the agricul- 
tural and forestry sector, 
only 276400 were em- 
ployed at the end of last 
year, the lowest figure 
shown in the statistics 
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which began in 1964. 


But they earned $219 
million, while the previous 
year 60000 more workers 
caseanvey ' brought ip 
nearly 37 percent § iess 
($149,7 million). 

Interes trends 


emerge too in the import- 
ant mining and manufac- 


turing sectors. 

Inde ce saw min- 
ing employment figures 
increase from 59 at 


the end of 1979 to 66 200 
the followin year to 
reach a record of 70000 in 
June last year. Since then 
numbers have dropped to 


66 700 at the end of March 
thig year. 

Despite thease changes, 
wage levels went up sig- 
nificuntly, do doubt con 
tributing with poor world 
minera] prices, to slacken- 
ing employment. 

A similar though more 
fluctuating picture can be 
seen in the manufacturing 
sector figures. 


MIRRORED 


Decre:. ed mineral pro- 
@uction is clearly mirrored 
in tl statistics, a 
phenome. vf causdd by ta- 
bour and product dif- 
ficulties and pressed 
world prices. 


On the other hand, the 
output of the manufac- 
turing sector is rising 
again in spite of the 
vagaries of the labour 


market. The volume of 
production index in the 
sector rose by nearly 1,4 
percent between’May and 
June. 

The report shows that 
the congumer price index 
rose by 1,9- percent for 


‘higher income families be- 


tween June and July, and 
by 1,3 percent fer thoee im 
the lower bracket in th 
same period. ' 
Proportionatély the iar- 
gest increase in 8s 
by higher income families 
has en on domestic 
workers’ wages, while the 
lower income families 
recorded the largest in- 
crease in the fiel@g of 
drink and tobaccoé. 


Before the beginning of 
last year, transport and 
household _ stores had 
recorded the largest gains 
for consumer spending in 
this bracket, a position 
that changed drastically 
in the first quarter of 
1981 after the in- 
troduction of the 
minimum wege legislation. 


Zimbabwe's migration 
statistics show the coun- 
try lost 6 121 people in the 
first seven months: of 
1982, a trend which, ff it 
continues, will result ip a 


losg by emigration of 
fewer than 10500, the 
smallest minus figure 
since 1979. 

In the same period last 
year 7336 people left the 
country. 
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UNION CHIEF SLAMS APPALLING WORKING CONDITIONS 
Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p 9 


[Text] FARM labourers and miners, making up a third of Zimbabwe's workforce, 
experience the worst conditions of employment in the country, the president of 
the ZCTU, Cde Alfred Makwarimba, said yesterday. 


They suffer because their wages are lower than in other industries, many are 
illiterate, they have to live in appalling housing and they lack medical and 
educational facilities, he said. 


Cde Makwarimba told a seminar on the social responsibilities of partnership 
between the Government and the private sector that he never imagined such 
poor working conditions still existed in Zimbabwe. 


The seminar, in Harare, was organised by the Mashonaland Chamber of Industries. 


Cde Makwarimba said: “It is important that workers in these industries feel 
free and secure." 


He urged agricultural and mining employers to meet their trade unions to work 
out proposals on standard housing and the provision of medical and educational 
facilities. 


There was also the need for housing estates near workplaces with all the neces- 
sary amenities, such as sewerage, roads and street lighting. 


"This is a job that must be done collectively by employers working closely 
with trade unions and workers’ representatives on the shop floor. 


"In some cases employers should enter into negotiations with trade unions 
to improve fringe benefits." 


Other considerations for employers included care for the aged instead of aban- 
doning them, pay for the sick, subsidising transport and housing costs, better 
maternity leave, and the building of day-care centres for children under six. 


Such measures were “half-way house" arrangements which did not touch on the 
question of the ownership of industry and the extent to which workers were 
actually involved in the running of enterprises. 
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He stressed that industry should start to develop and examine systems of 
joint ownership. 


"In this regard we may have to learn from what countries like Yugoslavia have 
to offer." 


The president of the Chamber of Mines, Mr Roy Lander, told the seminar that 
mine housing had to be considered as part of Zimbabwe's national housing policy 
because the provision of high-density housing could cost a company 30 to 40 
percent of its initial outlay. 


The Government had asked the industry to charge "economic rents" for its hous- 
ing but this was impossible because wages were still too low. 


While improvements had been made to mine housing, there were still probably 
30 000 married units needed which at today's costs would cost at least $300 
million,--"clearly beyond the means of the industry except over a very long 
period". 


"Mine housing must, therefore, be considered as part of the nation's over-all 
housing policy." 


He suggested the Government should examine alternative types of low-cost 
houses, the need to provide permanent accommodation, and the need to keep to 
genuinely economic rents with appropriate wages. 


The Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries’ president, Mr Alan Paterson, said 
that employers had to meet certain basic social responsibilities toward workers 
before considering profits. 


Such responsibilities, he added, were directly related to the well-being of 
the workforce and had to be treated as “unalterable” input costs. 


He suggested the blending of a system of paternalism with free meals, housing, 
medical care and transport services with adequate wages. 


"It is the responsibility of employers to provide adequate wages, training and 


education, help with adequate housing and develop the well-being of family life 
before they reach their bottom (profit) line." 
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ZIMBABWE 


"RADICAL CHANGE NEEDED IN INDUSTRY' 


Harare THE HERALD in English 29 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text ] 
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ZIMBABWE needs radical 
socia) changes in industry 
if its workers are to 
understand the values of 
socialism, the vice - presi- 
dent of the Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions 
(ZCTU), Mr Paul Masha- 
vira, said yesterday. 

He said the ZCTU would 
arrange tours for workers 
to socialist countries so 
that they could study 
their systems with a view 
to changing the present 
setup in Zimbabwe. 

He was speaking on his 
return from the Soviet 
Union and the German 


Democratic Republic 
where he attended a tex- 
tile conference together 
with the secretary-general 
of the Zimbabwe Leather 
Shoe, Allied Workers’ 
Union, Mr Izidore Zi- 
ndoga. 


“We found the soctalist 
system more acceptable 
and suitable to our indus- 
try than the capitalist 
system,” he said. 


He attacked the present 
sytem in Zimbabwe which 
he said was typically 
cupitalist and warned that 
uniess this was changed 
\ orkers would continue to 
he exploited. 


Mr Mashavira cescribed 
the tours to various tex- 
tile industries in both the 
Soviet Union and East 
German, as ane eye- 
opener and wped_ that 
siMilar changes would be 
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introduced here. 


Zimbabwe had a lot to 
learn from the socialist 
bloc because workers in 
the: > countries were very 
organised, 

“It wae interesting to 
see how the workers in 


these industries control 


the means of production,” 
he said. 


Unemployment in these 
industries had become sa 
thing of the past because 
more jobs were created 
every day from the output 
of the workers. 


The setting up of collec- 
tive workers’ bodies, free 
to make decisions for 
their own industries, was 
another thing which 
amazed the Zimbabwean 
delegation. 

“The workers have an 
important role to play in 
the ecomomy ef thelr owa 
countries because they 
own the means of produc- 
tion and decide on the 
futc - of the industries,” 
he added. 


At the conference, the 
Zimbabwean delegation 
explained the local work- 
ers’ problems and sought 
solutions from other dele- 
gates. 


The conference was also 
attended by Angola, Al- 
geria, Benin, Congo, 
Ghana, Mauritius, Mali, 
Upper Volta, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Libya and Zaire, 








BINDURA MINERS' CHILDREN ‘HIT BY MALNUTRITION' 


Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text ] 
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MORE than half the children living at Bindura’s nickel and gold mines 
are severely malnourished, while families live in evercrowded housing. 


inadequate 
water facilities. 


The paper, written by 
four members of _ the 
Medica) School at the 
University of Zimbabwe, 
and the Medica] Super- 
intendent of Bindura Gen- 
era] Hospital, Dr Richard 
Laing, said black mine- 
workers are the second 
lowest paid group in Zim- 
bebwe, with only farm- 
workers earning less, 


Although managements 
at the five mines estima- 
ted only 28 percent of 
children were undernour- 
ished, the survey showed 
that 53 percent were 
stunted as a result of 
chronic undernutrition, 51 
percent were undernour- 
ished on a weight-for-age 
acale, and 23 t on 
weight - for - height, “a 
measure of acute or re- 
cent wasting”. 

The most severely mal- 
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nourished children in this 
survey were those aged 
less than two due to poor 


dietary patterns following 
eaning 


w ‘ 

Interviews conducted 
with the women heads of 
households showed that 


Although health serv- 
ices, both hospital and 
clinics, were easily acces- 
sible, there was a low 
record of immunisation, 
the report said. 

“Overcrowded, inade- 
quate housing formed a 

r 
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SOLUTION OF RURAL SQUATTER PROBLEM FORECAST 


Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p l 


[Text] 
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THE rurai squatter prob- 
lem ig expected to end 
next year when the 
Government completes its 
resettlement programme, 
the Minister of Jands, 
Resettlement and Rural 
Development, Cde Moven 
Mahachi, said yesterday. 

In an interview in 
Harare, the minister said 
gramme, launched in 1980, 

unc in 
Seo being imglemented o8 
schedule. All landless 
people were expected to 
have land when it was 
completed. 

“I am certain that the 
present rural squatter 
problem will end next 
year,” he said, \ 

The resettlement policy 
was to give land to people 
im great need, who had no 
other source of income, 
He warned those with 
jobs to leave the resettle- 
ment areas or face pro- 
gecution, 

“The land that we are 
buying ts solely for 
peasants, destitutes and 
former refugees who have 
no other source of income, 
not those who are ¢m- 
ployed. They must move 
out of the settlement 
areas or we will prosecute 
them.” 

It was Government pol- 
icy to uplift the standard 
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squatters were now ce 
cupying land in the 
Mutare Rural Councf 
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AGRICULTURAL DISCS EXPORTED TO MOZAMBIQUE 
Harare BUSINESS HERALD in English 30 Sep 82 p l 


{Article by Keith Atkinson] 





[Text] MOZAMBIQUE and Tinto Industries Ltd, have completed a $115 000 export 
deal for agricultural discs. 


Mr Graham Elliott, agricultural sales manager for Tinto, said in Harare the 
last consignment of discs would be railed out and payment by the Mozambicans 
finalised today. 


This was the second order for discs by a neighbouring country to be handled 
by the company this year. 


The first was a delivery of plough and harrow discs and implement components 
worth $225 000 to Angola. 


Mr Elliott added that on the agricultural equipment side the firm expected 
export orders to top $600 000 to SADCC countries by the end of 1982. 


In recent months there has been considerable discussion on the problems facing 
Africay countries wanting to import necessary products. 


"There are *wo main problems faced by exporters," said Mr Elliot, "Firstly 
the shortages of foreign currency in those countries wishing to import our 
equipment and secondly the inability of those countries to forward plan their 
requirements." 


For example the Angolax; deal had taken 18 months to finalise and the goods 
were crdered by their stzte purchasing organisation. 


The company had stepped in to try .' solve some of these difficulties, and 
ene of the ways of doing this was to help arrange the financing of export 
deals. 


Tinto Industries had accumulated experience in the agricultural field and was 
in a position to assist neighbouring countries in their agricultural machinery 
and implement manufacturing programmes. 
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Mr Elliott recently attended a conference in Addis Ababa, where discussions 
were held on industrialisation in Africa and the upgrading of agricultural 
implement manufacture in the sub-region. 


Closer to home the SADCC countries are in the process of drawing up a programme 
of industrial co-operation to be co-ordinated by Angola, and the transfer of 
knowledge from the relatively sophisticated Zimbabwe is seen as a key element 
of this development. 


Demand 


Local demand for agricultural equipment was down on last year, said Mr Elliott, 
and so considerable effort was required and afforded to promoting exports. 


“We ust keep up these export markets to ensure manpower and machinery at the 
factory is in full use, besides earning the country foreign currency." 


The company participates at international trade irs and exhibits in all 

the SADCC countries. Traditional buyers include Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, 
Botswana and Namibia. 

A full range of agricultural machinery is exported, as well as components for 
assembly by the importer on the basis of a mixture of local and imported 
content. 

Tinto's turnover last year was $13 million and the firm employs over 770 people. 
In Harare it has a metallurgy laboratory, disc manufacturing plant, ferrous 


steel foundry and machine-shop, while at Norton there is an assembly plant, 
stock yards and a fabrication unit. 


CSO: 3400/56 


78 








ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


SOYABEAN SHORTAGE--THE chances that soyabean production will increase to meet 
the shortage of vegetable oil are “less than zero," according to the chairman 
of the Commercial Oilseeds Producers Association, Mr Warwick Hale. The Farmer 
magazine quoted Mr Hale as saying recently that “if there is no change in cir- 
cumstances before November, production hectarage will fall daramtically." Mr 
Hale went on to say that the increase in hectarage of cotton currently being 
planted, coupled with the drop in soya production will produce little more 
total oil than in the past year. "This is in the light of an acute shortage 
this year and a projected 15% increase in demand next year," he said. Mr Hale 
said that farmers were making a formidable loss on each hectare grown, and if 
this is compared to the reasonable yields of both maize and cotton production 
this year, there is little to encourage soya production next year. Referring 
to a meeting held with Minister of Agriculture Senator Norman, Mr Hale said 
that the point was made that farmers wanted to grow the crop, and an announce- 
ment of a fair price would encourage them to do so. Mr Hale told the minister 
that “producers will not accept any accusations of sabotage or blackmail in 
connection with the oil shortage. The fact that production below uneconomic 
levels is impossible cannot be changed by the greatest socialist in the world." 
[Text] [Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 24 Sep 82 p 21] 


GEC WINS SUPPLY CONTRACT--GEC Zimbabwe has won a $1 million contract to supply 
four shunt reactors and associated equipment for Stage 1 of the Hwange power 
station. The 31,5 tonne reactors can only be landed at the ports of Durban or 
Richards Bay because of their weight. Delivery from Britain is expected in 
mid-1983 and the units will be brought up by road to the Hwange site. The 
latest contract is in addition to the transformer contract which GEC was given 
earlier this year, with delivery expected in January or February 1983. Mean- 
while Stewarts and Lloyds have just supplied two of the largest recycled water 
control valves for use at the new power station. The 400 mm American-made 
valves are capable of re-cycling 5 000 litres of water a minute and should pro- 
vide a massive saving in cooling tower water. [Text] [Harare BUSINESS HERALD 
in English 30 Sep 82 p 1] 


CLEAN SWEEP FOR ZANU (PF)--ZANU (PF) won all seats in the Chiweshe District 
Council elections last week, the Government Chief Whip and MP for the area, 

Cde Naison Muroyiwa, said yesterday. The party also won all six seats in elec- 
tions held last Friday for the Chirorodziva District Council. In a statement 
the Ministry of Information said the elections were rotational for the 18-ward 
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district council, reports Ziana. In Chiweshe the party were unopposed in the 
elections held under the supervision of the District Administrator, Cde Alex- 
ander Negonde. Among the 19 elected councillors, is a woman, Cde Annie Mandaza, 
who is the district chairwoman of the party. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in Eng- 
lish 29 Sep 82 p 4] 


RURAL PRESS NEEDED--ZIMBABWE should establish a vernacular rural Press, says 

a visiting Canadian journalist, Mr Clyde Sanger. Mr Sanger, who will lecture 
in journalism at the Zimbabwe Institute of Mass Communication for the next 
three months, said last year's and this year's rural attachments by the insti- 
tute's students had shown the need for such a Press.. The students each year 
spend two weeks working in rural areas and then publish a paper in Shona, 
Ndebele and English. "The rural Press in Shona and Ndebele could complement 
the big papers because it is not possible for them t» give detailed news of 

the districts and I hope that soon there will be an attempt to start such rural 
newspapers," he said. Such newspapers could also supplement the radio espec- 
ially in areas where there were no communal radios. Vernacular papers could 
also help the Government in understanding the needs and feelings of people in 
those areas. Asked what he thought of the country's development projects and 
their progress, he said Zimbabwe's schemes in land resettlement, health and 
education were being approached more methodically than other African countries 
after independence. Mr Sanger, who is on a second visit to this country in as 
many years, said the policy of reconciliation was noticeable in the streets 

of Harare b, the apparent equality and friendliness of the people. He is here 
to help in formulating a suitable curriculum for the institute's longer journ- 
alism course. Many people felt that the duration of the present courses at 

the institute was too short. But, he added, it had been necessary at indepen- 
dence to run courses to turn out journalists who would meet an urgent manpower 
shortage on both the papers and Ziana. After his visit here in April, he had 
submitted a report on his findings to the Carleton University College's School 
of Journalism in Canada. The director of the school had shown interest in what 
was happening at the Zimbabwe Institute of Mass Communication and had contacted 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to see if they could help 
establish ties between the two institutions. "They were in principle in favour 
of it and there is a good chance that within two years there will be some sort 
of link made with the institute here," Mr Sanger said. [Text] [Harare THE 
HERALD in English 27 Sep 82 p 7] 


SERVICES CENTRE--THE NYAMAROPA area of Inyanga has been designated a rural- 
services centre to serve outlying areas, the Deputy Minister of Economic Plan- 
ning and Development, Cde Chimbidzayi Sanyangare, has said. Speaking at the 
Nyamaropa Agricultural Show on Friday, Cde Sanyangare said the area would in 
the next few years attract Government, private and community investment as the 
central place for the delivery of services to surrounding smaller areas. "It 
is possible, even in this rugged terrain, to organise an operating market sys- 
tem within walking distance of each home for at least two days a week. That 
would bring together local people and their purchasing powers, making it easy 
for them to have health, veterinary, banking, postal and other services." The 
recent development of specialised farming in Nyamaropa would create jobs in 
the area. He said the aim must now be to bring all farms in the area inside 
an efficient service and market network at Nyamaropa. "The Government 
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recognises the abilities of our people to look at themselves and to undertake 
self-help projects. At the same time we know that self-help cannot take place 
in a vacuum. Local efforts are dependent on support from higher levels and 
my ministry is now consulting with Government on the mechanics of a decen- 
tralised planning system." He praised the people for organising the area's 
agriculture, saying their determination "confirms my own faith in a society 
which places much of its initiative and responsibility in decision-making 
local bodies". The Government looked forward to the establishment of one na- 
tional farmers' body so that it could look on their needs and worries as one 
problem. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 27 Sep 82 p 5] 


WANKIE COAL SLIPS--HARARE--Wankie coal sales continued their downward trend 
in September, while coke sales rallied, Anglo Amerirccn corporation services 
reported yesterday. Coal sales have dropped from 203 412 tons in July to 

200 032 tons in August and 192 940 tons in September. Coke sales have varied 
from 17 277 tons in July to 15 262 tons in August and 18 758 tons in September. 
Breeze sales have remained steady at 22 tons for the last three months. [Text] 
{Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 5 Oct 82 p 25] 


BULAWAYO CURFEW LIFTED--HARARE--A curfew on the western suburbs of Bulawayo 
was lifted yesterday. A police spokesman said the dusk-to-dawn restrictions 
on the suburbs had been removed because security had improved. But a curfew 
would remain in force around key industrial installations and the Bulawayo 
Radio Station. The curfew was introduced on July 5 during a search by 4 000 
troops and police for dissidents and illegal weapons. An undisclosed quantity 
of automatic weapons was discovered in the western suburbs. The Government 
blamed ex-guerrillas of the disbanded Zipra army of the leader of the opposi- 
tion, Mr Joshua Nkomo, for a spate of violence in the province of Matabeleland 
and its capital, Bulawy. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Oct 82 


p 2) 


CSO: 3400/53 END 


81 














END OF 





FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
ZL / G K 2 





N/z 





